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The establishment of the town of Boston dates from the passage of 
the order of the Court of Assistants on the 17th September (7th, O.S.), 
1630, "that Trimountain shall be called Boston." 

The first city government was organized on the 1st of May, 1822 
(St.. 1821, e. 110). Roxbury was first recognized by the Court of 
Assistants as a town on the 8th Oct., 1630. It was incorporated as a 
city on the 12th March, 1846 (St. 1846, c. 95), and annexed to Boston 
6th Jan., 1868 (St. 1867, c. 359; accepted, 9th Sept.). Dorchester 
was named by the Court of Assistants in the same order in which 
Boston was named ; and it retained its town organization until annexed 
to Boston on the 3d Jan., 1870 (St. 1869, c. 349 ; accepted, 22d June). 
Charlestown was founded 4th July, 1629; incorporated as a city in 
1847 (St. 1847, c. 29) ; annexed to Boston, 5th Jan., 1874 (St. 1873, 
"i, , c. 286; accepted, 7th Oct.). West Roxbury was incorporated as a 
town on the 24th March, 1851 (St. 1851, c. 250) ; annexed to Boston 
on 5th Jan., 1874 (St. 1873, c. 314; accepted, 7th Oct.). Brighton 
was incorporated as a town in 1806 (St. 1806, c. 65) ; annexed to 
Boston on the 5th Jan., 1874 (St. 1873, c. 303 ; accepted, 7th Oct.). 

The first act of the Legislature of Massachusetts establishing the City 
of Boston was passed February 23, 1822, and adopted by the citizens 
of Boston March 4, 1822. It is chapter 1 10 of the Acts of 1821. The 
present City Charter, being a revision of the former one, was passed 
April 29, 1854, and adopted by the citizens November 13, 1854. It is 
chapter 448 of the Acts of 1854. This codification includes the legisla- 
tion of 1885. The "Act to amend the Charter of the City of Boston " 
(St. 1885, c. 266) and the ''Act to limit the Municipal Debt and 
the rate of Taxation in the City of Boston" (St. 1885, c. 178) are 
also given entire (see pp. 34 and 37). 

The committee, acting in accordance with the before-cited order, 
employed Mr. H. W. Putnam to prepare the following document. 

Jt gives, perhaps, as clear a statement of the active portions of existing 
laws aflecting the City Charter as could be brought together. There 



are, of course, many other acts which establish boards or define the 
duties or powers of the City Council. These will be found (to the 
date of January 1st, 1885) in the volume compiled by the Corporation 
Counsel (Statutes relating to the City of Boston). 

The arrangement and selection of the following pages were left to Mr. 
Putnam, in consultation with the committee. The committee, however, 
believe that this document can be safely used as a book of reference. 

JAMES G. FREEMAN, 
CHARLES H. ALLEN, 
HENRY F. COE, 
WILLIAM H. WHITMORE, 
JOHN H. LEE, 
WILLIAM B. F- WHALL, 
WILLIAM H. MURPHY, 
EDWARD J. JENKINS, 

Committee on Ordinances. 



1» Board of Aldermen, June 14, 1886. 
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CITY CHARTER OF 1854, 



▲8 MODIFIED AND SUPPLEMENTED BT SUBSEQUENT SPECIAL AND GENERAL 

LAWS AFFECTING THB SAME; AND THE 

CHARTER AMENDMENT OF 1885. 



In the following aiTan^ement, the numbering of the sections, up to and including 
section 65, is the same as m St. 1854, c. 448, the city charter. Where sections of tha^ 
act have been amended or supplemented by subsequent acts or parts of acts, the latter 
are indicated in the margin, and the text gives the section as amended. Where sections 
have been entirely superseded, so much only of the later acts as covers the same gen- 
eral ground is given, and reference must be had to the acts themselves for their remain- 
ing provisions. Xbe changes made by St. 1885, c. 266, commonly called the new 
charter, are expressed'ra^lie text as far as practicable ; but as that act also covers much 
new gi*ound it is given entire. The principal parts of the more impoiiant acts estab- 
lishing departments or institutions, or authorizing their establishment by ordinance, 
are given in sections numbered from sixtj'-six onward, though most of them were not 
t in teims acts to amend the charter. The remaining portions of these acts, and many 
i othera, need to be often rcfen'cd to, and they are most easily accessible in the volume 
"i of •* Special Statutes relating to the City of Boston," published by order of the 
( CityCouncil in 1885. The present arrangement covers tne subjects of most constant 
: reference, and gives the language of the several statutes, except where successive 
acts dealing with the same general subject-matter in different language make it im- 
practicable to do so. In these cases the language of the original section is given so 
far as the subject-matter is unchanged, and the language of the later acts is fol- 
lowed where the subject-matter is changed. Where proviMions of the original charter 
are superseded or supplemented by general laws, — as in the case of the election law 
(St. 1884, c. 299), and the law providing for an "acting mayor" in the temporary 
absence of the mayor (St. 1882, c. 182), — the more impoiiant provisions of the gen- 
ei-al law are given, but the entire act should be consulted in each case before a safe 
conclusion can be reached. 



Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of Boston, for^n^rate 
all the purposes for which towns and cities are by law incor- 1^,*"'4«, ^ i, 
porated in this commonwealth, shall continue to be one body 
politic, in fact and in name, under the style and denomina- 
tion of The City of Boston ; and, as such, shall have, exer- 
cise, and enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers, and 
privileges, and shall be subject to all the duties and obliga- 
tions now incumbent upon, and appertaining to, said city as a 
municipal corporation. 

Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential, ^*^^*°^*™' 
and municipal concerns of said city, with the conduct and ism, c. 448, § 2. 
government thereof, shall be vested in one principal officer, 
to be styled the mayor, one council of twelve persons, to 
be called the board of aldermen, and one council of seventy- 
two persons, to be called the common council, which boards, i87*»c-243»5i» 
in their jomt capacity, shall be denominated the city council ; 
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and also in such other boards of officers as are hereinafter 
specified • 

w«d?^d*°re. ^^^^' 3- ^* ^^^^^ ^^ *^® ^^*y ^^ *^® ^^^y council, and it is 
cincts. hereby empowered during the year eighteen hundred and sev- 

1875, c. 243, § 1. enty-five, and each tenth year thereafter in which a census shall 
p. B.C. 28,14. Y)Q taken by authority of the commonwealth, to cause a new 
division of the city to be made into twenty-four wards, 
in such manner as to include an equal number of voters in 
each ward, as nearly as conveniently may be, consistently 
with well-defined limits to each ward, and until such division 
is made the boundary lines of the wards shall remain as estab- 
1878, c. 243, § 1. lished. In the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six, as soon 
as practicable after the division of the city into new wards, 
as now provided by law, and every fifth year thereafter, 
the said wards shall be divided by the board of assessors of »% 
taxes into voting precincts on the basis of the registration of 
See 1886, c. 78. votcrs in the preceding year, each precinct consisting of com- 
pact and contiguous territory within said ward, and containing, j 
as nearly as may be, five hundred registered voters. Said j 
precincts shall be designated by numbers or by letters of the \ 
alphabet. 
forZei^^on^ Seot. 4. The annual meeting of citizens, for the election 
of city officers, of municipal officers hereinafter mentioned, shall be held on 
1854, c. 448, §4. the Tucsday next following the second Monday of December, 
p. s. c. 7, § «7. ^^^ ^j^^ citizens of said city qualified to vote in city aflkirs 
shall, for the purpose of such election, then meet together 
within the wards in which they respectively reside, at the 
' * '' * several polling places within said ward, at such hour and 
place as the board of aldermen may by their warrant direct and 
appoint ; and the person receiving the highest number of votes 
for any office shall be deemed and declared to be elected to 
such office ; and, whenever two or more persons are to be 
elected to the same office, the several persons, to the number 
required to be chosen, having the highest number of votes, 
shall be declared elected. 

[Sect. 5, relating to certificates of election to be furnished 
by the ward officers, is annulled by St. 1878, c. 243.] 
of mSScf^*"* Sect. 6. The municipal officers to be chosen at the annual 
i^%.448,§6. election shall enter upon the duties of their respective offices 

on the first Monday of January. 
Election offlcera. Seot. 7. In cach votiug prcciuct there shall be the 
1S84, c. 299, 5 7. f^jjQ^jjjg elcctlon officcrs, that is to say: The mayor, at 
some time between the first and the twentieth day of 
September in each year, shall, with the approval of the 
board of aldermen, appoint for each voting precinct one 
warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy clerk, 
two inspectors, and two deputy inspectors, qualified 
voters in the ward of which each precinct forms a part, 
men of good repute and standing, who shall equally repre- 
sent each of the two political parties which cast the largest 
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number of votes in the commonwealth at the annual elec- 
tion next preceding their appointment. The warden and 
one inspector shall be of a different political party from the 
clerk and other inspector, and each deputy shall be of the 
same political party as his principal. Each of said officers Term of office, 
shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties, and i^^*' «• 29», § 7. 
shall hold office for one year from the first day of November 
in the year in which he is appointed, and until a successor is 
appointed, and qualified, or he is removed. Any one of said Removal, 
officers may b)B removed at any time by the mayor for such J^^»c-286,5§i, 
cause as he shall deem sufficient, and shall assign in his 
order for removal. 

Such election officers shall receive such reasonable com- fg^^^^^^Tg 
pensation for each day's actual service as the city council 
may, from time to time, determine. 

No person shall be eligible to the position of election eiSb\t*M'e?TO- 
officer in any precinct where he is a candidate to be voted ^^noffice™. 
for, and whenever any person appointed as aforesaid becomes 
such candidate he may, upon petition therefor, be removed 
by the mayor for such cause as he shall deem sufficient, and 
shall assign in his order for removal, not less than three days 
before any election. 

Sect. 8. The said wardens, clerks, and inspectors shall ^*^*^^°^°^^" 
respectively make oath faithfully and impartially to discharge i864, c. 448, § s. 
their several duties, which oath may be administered by the i876, c. 246, 5 4. 
clerk to the warden, and by the latter to the clerk and in- 
spectors, or to any or all of said officers by the city clerk, 
or by his assistant, or by any justice of the peace ; and a 
certificate thereof shall be entered in the record to be kept 
by the precinct clerk. 

Sect. 9. In case of any vacancy occurring before the vacancies. 

lA'iA n AAA S Q 

first day of November, in any year, or in case either of said 1884I c. aw! 5 li 

officers shall decline to act, and shall give notice thereof to the 

city clerk on or before said first day of November, the mayor, 

with the approval of the board of aldermen, shall appoint 

some person qualified as aforesaid to fill said office ; and in 

making such appointment he shall preserve in the precinct 

offices the just and equal representation of the two leading 

political parties. Every person so appointed shall be sworn 

to the faithful discharge of his duties. Every nomination 

made by the mayor under this section and section seven shall 

be acted on by the board of aldermen not less than one week, isss, c. 266, § 1. 

nor more than ten days, after it shall have been made. 

Sect. 10. In case of a vacancy in the office of warden, ^^^ ^^^**^^ 
clerk, or inspector of a precinct on the day of any election, 1854,0.448,510. 
the person appointed as deputy of said warden, clerk, or i884» c- 299, 5 7. 
inspector, shall act in his place, and shall have the same 
powers, and be subject to the same duties and liabilities, as 
the officer for whom he acts. No deputy precinct officer 
shall have power to act in any official capacity, or while the 
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polls are open, or during the counting of votes be admitted 
to the space reserved for the precinct officers, except while 
filling a vacancy as aforesaid ; and he shall receive no com- 
pensation except for attendance at the opening of the polls, 
or for services while acting for the oflScer whose place he 
fills. 
Kiection officers jjj ^^^q ^Jj^ warden and deputy- warden, or the clerk and 

1884,^29^5 7. deputy-clerk, or one of the inspectors and his deputy, are 
absent at the time designated for the opening of the polls on 
the day of any election, a suitable person shall be elected by 
the voters of said precinct by nomination and hand vote, 
with full power to act for the time being in place of the 
absent officer, and before entering upon the performance of 
his duties he shall be sworn by the warden or clerk, or, in the 
absence of both of said officers, by a justice of the peace, to 
the faithful performance thereof.^ 
Powersofwar- Sect. 11. The warden shall preside at all meetings of his 
i^,c.448,§ii. pr®c^°<2^> ^^d shall have the powers of moderators of town 
1876, 0. 246, § 7. mcctiugs. lu casc of his absence, the clerk, and in case of 
1878, c. 243, § 2. ^jj^ abscuce of both warden and clerk, one of the inspectors, 
according to seniority in age, shall preside until a new warden 
has been chosen. 
natyj)f clerk. gjjcx. 12. It shall be the duty of the clerk to make and 
1876, c. 246, §8. kccp a fair and true record of all meetings, and at the close 
1878, c. 243, § 2. of the municipal year to deliver such record, together with 
1884, c. 299, §28. j^jj other documcuts and papers held by him in his said capac- 
ity, to the city clerk, by whom such of them as need be shall 
be transmitted to the next precinct clerk. 

?en "anVLril ^^^^' ^'^' ^^ ®^^'' ^^ ^^^ ^'^^^ ^^ ^^® wardcu and inspect- 
tora.*° ^^^^ ors of each precinct to receive, sort, and count, and of the 
1864, c. 448, §13. wardcu to declare all votes at any election within such pre- 

1878*0 2«' 5 2 ^^^^^5 ^^^ ^^® clerk may assist in assorting and counting the 

votes. 

Duties of pre- Sect. 14. It shall be the duty of all said precinct officers 

all elections, to attend and perform their respective duties at the times 

1864,0.448, §14. and places appointed for elections of any officers, whether 

l884;o.^',§8^'^^ the United States, state, district, county, city, or ward, 

* or for the determination of any question submitted to the 

qualified voters by lawful authority ; and to make and sign 

the regular returns of the same. 

Election of j§j,cT. 15. The qualified voters of said city shall, at the 

1854,^0.448, §16. annual meeting, be called upon to give in their votes for one 

able and discreet person, being an inhabitant of the city, to 

be mayor of said city for the term of one year. All the 

ballots so given in, in each precinct, being sorted, counted, 

1 SUPERVTSOBS OP ELECTIONS. St. 1884, c. 289, 6 9 also provides that the gov- 
ernor shall, upon the petition in writing of ten qualiffed voters of the city, presented 
to him at least fourteen days before any election of state, district, county or municipal 
officers, appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the council, for each voting 
precinct, two citizens, residents of the city, to act as supeiTisors at the said election. 
St. 1881, c. 291, is repealed by St. 1884, c. 299, } 44. 
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and declared, shall be recorded at large by the clerk in open 
precinct meeting; and in making such declaration and 
record the whole number of votes or ballots given in shall 
be distinctly stated, together with the name of every person 
voted for, and the number of votes given for each person 
respectively, and the title of the office for which he is pro- 
posed, together with the number of blank votes for each ^^*'*^®»5i9. 
office ; such numbers to be expressed in words at length, 
and a transcript of such record, certified and authenticated 
by the warden, clerk, and the inspectors of elections, for 
each precinct, shall forthwith be transmitted or delivered by 
such precinct clerk to the clerk of the city. It shall be the 
duty of the city clerk forthwith to enter such returns, or a 
plain and intelligible abstract of them, as they are succes- 
sively received, upon the journal of the proceedings of the 
board of aldermen, or some other book to be kept for that 
purpose. 

Sect. 16. The board of aldermen shall, as soon as con- ^*a™*^*>o° <>' 
veniently may be, after six days next following the day of foJ^^^^^J®*®* 
such election, meet together and examine all the said returns, i854,c. 448,§ le. 
and they shall cause the person who may have been elected i8^»®-2w» 55 ^i* 
mayor to be notified, in writing, of his election ; but if it 
shall appear by said returns that no person has been elected, 
or if the person elected shall refuse to accept the office, the 
board shall issue their warrants for a new election, and the 
same proceedings shall be had as are provided in the pre- 
ceding section for the choice of a mayor, and repeated, from 
time to time, until a mayor shall be chosen.^ 

Sect. 17. Whenever, on examination by the board of ^*^'****®®^°«^ *" 

ij /»j.i.i. 1} A. • i? i-xi- caae of no choice 

aldermen of the returns oi votes given for mayor at the of mayor before 
meetings of the precincts holden for the purpose of electing the beginning of 
that officer last preceding the first Monday of January in *^® municipal 
each year, no person shall appear to be chosen, the board 1854,'c. 448, § it. 
of aldermen, by whom such examination is made, shall make i878,c.243,§§i, 
a record of that fact, an attested copy of which record it ** 
shall be the duty of the city clerk to produce and read, on 
the first Monday of January, in the presence of the members 
returned to sei^e as aldermen and common councilmen; 
and the oaths prescribed by law may be administered to the 
members-elect. The members of the board of aldermen 
shall thereupon proceed to elect a chairman, and the common 
council a president, in their respective chambers ; and, 
being respectively organized, they shall proceed to business 
in the manner hereinafter provided, in case of the absence 
of the mayor ; and the board of aldermen shall forthwith 
issue their warrants for meetings of the citizens of the re- 
spective wards, for the choice of mayor, at such time and 
place as they shall judge most convenient ; and the same 

1 See St., 1884, c. 299, 65 29, 31, 32, for proceedings where a recount of ballots is 
demanded. Also Stat. 1883, c. 42. 
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proceedings shall be had, in all respects, as are herein- 
before directed, and shall be repeated, from time to time, 
until a mayor shall be duly chosen. 
Proceedings In Sect. 18. Whenever it shall appear, by the regular re- 
Jf^own^or r turns of the elections of city officers, that a mayor has not 
ftiu board of bccu choscu, or that a full board of aldermen has not been 
aldermen la not jgiected, such of the board of aldermen, whether they con- 
1864,0.448, §18. stitutc a quorum or not, as may have been chosen, shall issue 
their warrant in the usual form for the election of a mayor, 
or such members of the board of aldermen as may be neces- 
sary ; and the same proceedings shall be had and repeated, 
until the election of a mayor and aldermen shall be com- 
pleted, and all vacancies shall be filled in the said board ; 
and in case neither a mayor nor any alderman shall be elected 
at the usual time for electing the same, and- after the powers 
of the former mayor and aldermen shall have ceased, it shall 
be the duty of the president of the common council to issue 
his warrant, in the same manner as the board of aldermen 
would have done if elected, and the same proceeding shall 
be had and repeated, until a mayor or one or more aldermen 

shall be elected, 
^dennanic dia. g^^ jg j^ ^j^^jj y^^ ^j^^ ^^^^ ^f ^^le city couucil, after 

1884,0.260,5 2. any new division of said city into wards, to cause a new 
division of the city to be made into twelve aldermanic dis- 
tricts in such manner as to include in such districts whole 
and contiguous wards (except so far as the same may be 
separated by natural water channels, connected by bridge or 
bridges), and an equal number of voters and inhabitants as 
nearly as convenience permits, and until such new division be 
made the districts shall remain as established by section one 
of chapter two hundred and fifty of the acts of the year eighteen 
Election of hundred and eighty-four. The qualified voters of each of 
8t.l^^°c.448 ^^^^ aldermanic districts shall, at the annual municipal 
S 19. ' election, be called upon to give in their votes for one able 

1884, c. 260, § 3. ^q^j discrcct pcrsou, being a legal voter and an inhabitant 
of the district, to be a member of the board of aldermen 
1878, c. 248, §§1, for the ensuing year; and all such votes so given being 
^- sorted, counted, and declared by the warden and inspectors, 

shall be recorded at large by the clerk, in open precinct 
meeting ; and, in making such declaration and record, the 
whole number of votes or ballots given in shall be particu- 
larly stated, together with the name of every person voted 
for, and the number of votes given for each person; and 
a transcript of such record, certified by the warden and 
clerk and a majority of the inspectors of elections of each 
precinct, shall forthwith be transmitted to the city clerk ; 
whereupon the same proceedings shall be had, to ascertain 
and determine the persons chosen as aldennen, as are herein- 
before directed in regard to the choice of mayor, and for a 
new election in case of the whole number required not being 



CITY CHARTEK. 7 

chosen at the first election. And each alderman so chosen 

shall be duly notified, in writing, of his election, by the 

mayor and aldermen for the time being. A new election i884, c. 2W, $ s. 

shall be ordered in any such district, in case of any failure 

by such district to. elect an alderman as herein provided, 

or in case of any vacancy by death, resignation, or other 

cause. 

Sect. 20 ^ At the municipal election in the year eighteen common conn- 
hundred and seventy-five, and every year thereafter, the ^^' 
qualified voters of each ward shall bring in their votes for ^^^*» ®- 2«. 5 a. 
three able and discreet men, qualified voters in said ward, i876,c. 225, §8. 
to be members of the common council for the ensuing year ; ^^ts, c. 243, §§ 1, 
and all the ballots so given in each precinct, being sorted, 
counted, and declared, a public declaration of the result shall 
be made by the warden in open precinct meeting ; and a 
record of such proceedings shall be kept by the clerk in his 
journal, stating the number of ballots given for each person 
written in words at length. 

[Sections 21, 22, and 23, relating to the non-election of 
members of the common council, are repealed by St. 1880, 
c. 225, § 6, and such failure to elect is provided for by St. 
1880, c. '225, § 5 ; see Sect. 25.1 « ^ ^ m 

. ' o> * ?ni 1 1 /. 1 -I -' .1 •! Board of alder- 

bECT. 24. The board of aldermen, the common council, men. etc., to 
and the school committee, shall have authority to decide cation?, etb!, of" 
upon all questions relative to the qualifications, elections, and SS™ c! 4*8, § 24. 
returns of their respective members. ^^^*' '^' ^^' § ^• 

Sect. 25. Whenever there is a vacancy in the board of ^^^^^jf 
aldermen or common council in the city of Boston, by failure st. 1880,0.22, 
to elect, removal from the city, death, resignation, or other- § s. 
wise, it shall be the duty of said board of aldermen to issue 
their warrant in due form for an election to fill such vacancy, 
at such time and place as they may deem advisable ; but in 
case of a vacancy in the common council such warrant shall 
not be issued until the board of aldermen receive official 
notice of such vacancy.^ 

Sect. 26. All city and ward officers shall be held to dis- Removal of dty 
charge the duties of the offices to which they have been re- omc^from 
spectively elected, notwithstanding their removal after their their wards, 
election out of their respective wards into any other wards ^^**»®*^»5 26. 

P S c 27 S 80 

of the city ; but they shall not be so held after they take up r s.i c. 28, § 2. 
their permanent residence out of the city. 

Sect. 27. The mayor, aldermen, and common council- ^'s^^*****'* **^ 
men, on the first Monday of January, or before entering on oatti^f^ffice." 
the duties of their offices, shall respectively be sworn, by i864,c.448,j?7 
taking the oath of allegiance and oath of office prescribed in 
the constitution of this commonwealth, and an oath to sup- 
port the constitution of the United States. And such oaths 

1 Sect. 20 of St. 1854, c. 448, is repealed by St. 1875, c. 243, § 4. 
* Sect. 25 of St. 1884, c. 448, is repealed by St. 1880, c. 225, § 6, and this section is 
enacted in place thereof. 
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may be administered to the mayor-elect by any one of the 
justices of the supreme judicial court, or any judge of any 
court of record, commissioned to hold any such court within 
the said city, or by any justice of the peace for the county of 
Suffolk. And such oaths shall be administered to the alder- 
men and members of the common council by the mayor, being 
himself first sworn as aforesaid, or by either of the persons 
authorized to administer said oath to the mayor ; and a certifi- 
cate of such oaths having been taken shall be entered in the 
journal of the mayor and aldermen, and of the common 
council, respectively, by their respective clerks. 
Abienoeof Sect, 28. In case of the unavoidable absence, on account 

iM4!*c.*448,528. ^f sickucss, or othcrwise, of the mayor-elect, on the first 
Monday in January, the city government shall organize itself 
in the mode hereinbefore provided in cases wherein no person 
shall have been elected mayor at the meeting last preceding 
the first Monday in January, and may proceed to business in 
the same manner as if the mayor were present. 
Aldermen to Sect. 29. After the Organization of the city government 

nenTchLrm™!^ ^^^ *^® qualification of a mayor, and when a quorum of the 
1864, c. 448, $29. board of aldermen shall be present, said board shall proceed 
to choose a permanent chairman, who shall preside at all 
1886, c. 266,510. mcctiugs of thc board, and at conventions of the two branches 
in the absence of the mayor ; and, in case of any vacancy in 
the oflSce of mayor, for any cause, he shall exercise all the 
powers and perform all the duties of the oflSce as long as such 
vacancy shall continue. But he shall continue to have a vote 
in the board, and shall not have the veto power. 
City clerk. Sect. 30. The city council shall, in the month of Janu- 

18861 c! 266, 5§^! ary, choose a clerk by concurrent vote, for the teim of one 
4. * ' ' year and until another person is duly chosen and qualified 
in his stead, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of 
Removal. the dutics of his oflSce, and shall be removable at the pleasure 
of the board of aldermen, the mayor thereto consenting. He 
shall be denominated the city clerk, and it shall be his duty 
to keep a journal of the acts and proceedings of the board of 
aldermen, to sign all warrants issued by them, and to do 
such other acts in his said capacity as may lawfully and 
reasonably be required of him ; and to deliver over all 
journals, books, papers, and documents intrusted to him as 
such clerk to his successor in oflSce, immediately upon such 
successor being chosen and qualified as aforesaid, or when- 
ever he may be thereunto required by the aldermen. The 
city clerk thus chosen and qualified shall continue to have all 
the powers and perform all the duties now by law belonging 
to him. 
vacancvin Sect. 31. In casc of a vacancy in the oflSce of city clerk, 

office of city « ,, i n t t*t^ 1 • 1 

clerk. from any cause, the same shall be tilled m the manner pro- 

1864, 0. 448, § 31. • j j • j i j • j • 

vided m the preceding section. 
ab8?nce*o? dty Sect. 32. In casc of the temporary absence of the city 



CITY CHARTER. ^ 

clerk, the mayor, by and with the advice and consent iss^.c. 448, §82. 
of the board of aldermen, may appoint a city clerk pro 
tempore.^ 

Sect. 33.^ The executive powers of the said corpora- Bxecntwe 
tion generally, and all the executive powers formerly vested fn^g^J****^ 
in the board of aldermen as such, as surveyors of highways, isss, c. 266, § 6. 
county commissioners or otherwise, are vested in the mayor, 
to be exercised through the several officers and boards of 
the city, in their respective departments, under his general 
supervision and control. All the powers, except executive Powera vested 
powers, formerly vested in the selectmen of the town of *"^°*'^°^**■ 
Boston, either by the general laws of this commonwealth, by i8™c?448,$83. 
particular laws relative to the powers and duties of said isss, c. 266, § 6. 
selectmen, or by the usages, votes, or by-laws of said town, 
and all the powers, except executive powers, subsequently 
vested in the mayor and aldermen of said city as county com- 
missioners or otherwise, shall be, and hereby are, vested in 
the board of aldermen, as hereby constituted, as fully and 
amply as if the same were herein specially enumerated. A 
majority of the members of the board shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business, and their meetings 
shall be public. 

Sect. 34. The persons so chosen and qualified as mem- common 
bers of the common council of the said city shall sit and act pate°body!^^* 
together as a separate body, distinct from that of the board i854,c. 448, §34. 
of aldermen, except in those cases in which the two bodies 
are to meet in convention ; and the said council shall have 
power from time to time to choose one of their own mem- 
bers to preside over their deliberations and to preserve order President. 
therein, and also to choose a clerk, who shall be under oath cierk. 
faithfully to discharge the duties of his office, who shall 
hold such office during the pleasure of said council, and 
whose duty it shall be to attend said council when the same 
is in session, to keep a journal of its acts, votes, and pro- 
ceedings, and to perform such other services, in said 
capacity, as said council may require. All sittings of the ^***^** *° ^® 
common council shall be public ; and a majority of all the Quorum. 
members of the common council shall constitute a quorum i872,c. is. 
for the transaction of business. 

Sect. 35. All other powers heretofore by law vested in Powers of city 
the town of Boston, or in the inhabitants thereof, as ai8M,°c.448,§36. 
municipal corporation, or in the city council of the city of 

1 Under St. 1869, c. 72 (P. S. c. 28, § 10), allowing any citv to do so, Boston has 
established by ordinance the office of assistant city clerk, and by that statute " any 
document or paper certified or attested by an assistant city clerk shall be admissible 
in evidence in all courts of this commonwealth, in the same manner and to the 
same extent as if such document or paper were certified or attested by a city 
clerk." :i y 

The administration of police which was vested in the board of aldermen 
by St. 1854, 448, § 33, is now vested by St. 1885, 323, in the board of police 
appointed by the governor of the commonwealth, with the advice and consent of the 
counciL 
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Boston, shall be and hereby are continued to be vested in 
the mayor, aldermen, and common council of the said city, 
to be exercised by concurrent vote, each board as hereby 
constituted having a negative upon the proceedings of the 
other, and the mayor having a veto power as hereinafter pro- 

By.iaws. vidcd. Morc especially they shall have power to make all 

such needful and salutary by-laws or ordinances, not incon- 
sistent with the laws of this commonwealth, as towns by the 
laws of this commonwealth have power to make and estab- 
lish, and to annex penalties not exceeding fifty dollars for 
the breach thereof; which by-laws and ordinances shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the time therein respec- 
tively ^ limited, without the sanction or confirmation of any 
court or other authority whatsoever. 

Power to lay Sect. 36. The city couucil shall also have power from 

and assess taxes« 

1854, c. 448, §36. time to time to lay and assess taxes for all purposes for which 
towns are by law required or authorized to assess and grant 
money, and also for all puiposes for which county taxes may 
be levied and assessed, so long as other towns in the county 
shall not be liable to taxation for county purposes. But in 
the assessment and apportionment of all such taxes upon the 
polls and estates of all persons liable to contribute thereto, 
the same rules and regulations shall be observed as are now 
established by the laws of this commonwealth, or may be 
hereafter enacted, relative to the assessment and apportion- 
ment of town taxes. 

Assessment and Sect. 37. The Said city council shall also have power to 

collection of • j i? j.i_ j.j nx* d \- x. j 

taxes. provide for the assessment and collection oi such taxes, and 

1864, c. 448, §37. to make appropriations of all public moneys, and provide 
for the disbursement thereof, and take suitable measures to 
Assessors. iusurc a just and prompt account thereof; and for these 
1886, c. 266, §1. purposes may either provide for such assessors, to be 
appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by the 
board of aldermen, and removable by him for such cause 
as he shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order 
1885, c. 266, §2. for Tcmoval, and such assistant assessors, to be appointed 
by the assessors subject to confirmation by the mayor and 
removable by the assessors of taxes for such cause as they 
shall deem sufficient and shall assign in their order for 
removal, as may be needful ; and may also require of all per- 
sons intrusted with the collection, custody, or disbursement 
of public moneys, such bonds, with such conditions and such 
sureties as the case may, in their judgment, require. The 
Term of office, assessors and assistant assessors may hold office for such 
1884,0.123, §1. term, not exceeding three years, as the city council may by 

ordinance prescribe. 
iy'SfficS?"' ""^ Sect. 38. The city council may provide for the appoint- 

1854, c. 448, §38. . 

1885, c. 266, § 1. 

^ An ordinance takes effect upon its passage if no time is limited and there is 

nothing to show that it was not intended to take effect immediately. Ck>mmonwealth 
V. Brooks, 109 Mass. 355. 
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ment or election of all necessary officers for the good gov- 
ernment of said city, not otherwise provided for, and may 
prescribe their duties and fix their compensation ; and may 
choose a register of deeds whenever the city shall be one 
county.^ But all officers and boards whose offices are or may Manner of 
hereafter be established by the city council, except the city *nd re'm^vai* 
messenger, clerk of committees of the city council, and i886,c.266,§§i, 
such other clerks and attendants as may be employed by 2. 
the city council, or either branch thereof, and subordinate 
officers in the several departments, shall be appointed by the 
mayor, subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen, for 
such terms of service respectively as are or may be fixed by 
law or ordinance ; and the mayor may remove any of said 
officers or members of such boards for such cause as he 
shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order for 
removal. No appointment made by the mayor shall be 
acted upon by the board of aldermen until the expiration of 
one week after such appointment is transmitted to said 
board. 

Sect. 39, The city council shall have the care and super- c*™ ana man- 

airoinent of citv 

intendence of the public buildings, and the care, custody, property. 
and management of all the property of the city, with power i854,c. 448, §39. 
to lease or sell the same, except the Common and Faneuil j®® ^^^» *"• ^^* 
Hall. And the said city council shall have power to pur- 
chase property, real or personal, in the name and for the use 
of the city, whenever its interest or convenience may in their 
judgment require it. 

* Sect. 40. All the power and authority now by law vested ^^^^""l^"^^^^' 
in the city council, or in the board of mayor and aldermen, see isss, c!-2«6, 
relative to the public health and the quarantine of vessels, §§«, 12. 
shall continue to be vested in the city council, to be carried 
into execution by the appointment of one or more health 
commissioners ; or in such other manner as the health, clean- 
liness, comfort, and order of the city may, in their judgment, 
require, subject to such alterations as the legislature may 
from time to time adopt. The powers and duties above 
named may be exercised and carried into effect by the city 
council in any manner which they may prescribe, or through 
the affency of any persons to whom they may delegate the 
same, to be appointed by the mayor subject to confirmation * ' *' ' 
by the board of aldermen, notwithstanding a personal exer- 
cise of the same, collectively or individually, is prescribed 
by previous legislation.^ 

Sect. 41, The board of aldermen shall be surveyors of f"?^^®"®^ 
highways for said city, but all the executive powers formerly ism, c. 448, §41. 
vested in the board of aldermen as surveyors of highways are i885,c.266,§§6, 
vested in the mayor. ^^'^^' 

1 As to the manner of appointment and removal of officers and subordinates, see St. 
1885, c. 266, §& 1, 5. 

* A board of health has been established by ordinance, consisting of three persons. 
See Bevised Oi*dinances of 1885, c. 23. 
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cityiroMnrer. Seot. 42. The mayor shall, in the month of May or June, 

i876*,c.m, M. appoint subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen a 

suitable person to be the treasurer of said city, who shall 

also be county treasurer, and who shall hold his office until 

his successor is chosen and qualified in his stead. He shall 

continue to exercise all the powers »now by law belonging 

to his office, except those hereinafter given to the collector ; 

Removal. and he may be removed by the mayor for such cause as 

1886, c. 268, § 1, ^Y^^ latter shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order 

for removal. 
Collector. There shall be appointed annually in the month of May 

187ft p 17fl 8 2 

' ' '* ' or June, by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the board 
of aldermen, a suitable person to be collector of the city of 
Boston, who shall hold office until his successor is chosen 
and qualified. Said collector shall have the powers formerly 
possessed by the treasurer of said city as collector of taxes, 
and shall also collect and receive all assessments, better- 
ments, rates, dues, and money payable on any account to 
the city of Boston or the county of Suffolk, and shall have 
all the powers with respect to such collections formerly pos- 
sessed by the treasurer of said city ; and shall pay over any 
and all money received by him to said treasurer within twen- 
ty-four hours after receiving the same, taking said treasurer's 
receipt therefor in duplicate, and shall file with the auditor 
of accounts of said city the duplicate copy of the same. He 
shall give bond with such sureties and in such sum, and shall 
receive such compensation as the city council shall determine, 
Removal. and he may be removed by the mayor for such cause as the 
1885. c. 286, §1. latter shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order for 

removal. 
Members of city Sect. 43. No member of the city council shall be eligible 

wwftJother ^^^^"^g ^^^ ^''"^ ^^^ which he was chosen, to any office, by 

offlcea. appointment or by election of said city council, or either 

1864, c. 448, $43. brauch thereof, the salary of which office is payable from the 

1886c 286 §8 city trcasury ; and neither the mayor nor any alderman or 

member of the common council shall, at the same time. 

See 1886, c. 117. hold any office of emolument under the city government.^ 

No member of the city council of said city shall, during the 

term for which he is elected, be appointed to or hold any 

office included under the provisions of sections one or two 

of chapter two hundred and sixty-six of the acts of the 

year eighteen hundred and eighty-five. 

anT^nhaMton^ Sect. 44. A ccusus of the legal voters of each city and 

Const, am., art! towu, ou the first day of May, shall be taken and returned 

21- into the office of the secretary of the commonwealth on or 

before the last day of June, in the year one thousand eight 

hundred and fifty-seven ; and a census of the inhabitants of 

* No member of any city council shall be interested in a private capacity in any 
conti'act wherein the city is interested, if it be made by said council, or either 
branch, or by authority derived therefrom. See Stat. 1875, c. 232, § 1. P. S. 
c. 205, § 12. 
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each city and town in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-five, and of every tenth year thereafter. In the 
census aforesaid a special enumeration shall be made of the 
legal voters ; and in each city said enumeration shall specify 
the number of such legal voters aforesaid, residing in each 
ward of such city. The enumeration aforesaid shall deter- 
mine the apportionment of representatives for the periods 
between the taking of the census. 

The house of representatives shall consist of two hundred ^i^**o° ^^ 
and forty members, which shall be apportioned by the legis- distriote. 
lature, at its first session after the return of each enumeration oon8t.am., 
as aforesaid, to the several counties of the commonwealth, ^^^' ^^' 
equally, as nearly as may be, according to their relative 
numbers of legal voters as ascertained by the next preceding 
special enumeration ; and it shall be the duty of the secre- 
tary of the commonwealth to certify, as soon as may be 
after it is determined by the legislature, the number of repre- 
sentatives to which each county shall be entitled, to the board 
authorized to divide each county into representative districts. 
The mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston, or in lieu 
of the mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston such 
board of special commissioners in the county of Sufiblk to 
be elected by the people of the said county or of the towns 
therein as may for that purpose be provided by law, shall 
on the first Tuesday of August next after each assignment 
of representatives to the said county assemble in the shire 
town of said county and proceed, as soon as may be, to 
divide the same into representative districts of contiguous 
teiritory, so as to apportion the representation assigned to 
said county equally, as nearly as may be, according to the 
relative number of legal voters in the several districts of 
said county ; and such districts shall be so formed that no 
town or ward of a city shall be divided therefor, nor shall 
iany district be made which shall be entitled. to elect more 
than three representatives. The districts in said county 
shall be numbered by the board creating the same, and 
a description of each, with the numbers thereof and the 
number of legal voters therein, shall be returned by the 
board to the secretary of the commonwealth, the county 
treasurer of said county, and to the clerk of every town 
in said district, to be filed and kept in their respective 
offices.^ 

Sect. 45. The mayor of the city, chosen and qualified as c;>°»p«°«»**«° 

•* *' ■* of mayor* 

hereinbefore provided, shall be taken and deemed to be the 1854,0.448,545. 
chief executive officer of said corporation ; and he shall be 
compensated for his services by a salary, payable at stated 
periods, to be fixed by the city council by C(mcurrent vote, at 

1 By acts of 1876, c. 15, Suffolk was allowed fifty representatives, which were duly 
assigned as follows : — 

Wards 4, 22, and 25, one each, and all the other wai*ds in Boston two each ; Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop, collectively, three. 
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i886,c.206,§ii. a sum not less than five thousand dollars annually ; and he 
shall receive for his services no other compensation or emolu- 
ment whatever ; and no regulations enlarging or diminishing 
such compensation shall be made, to take effect until the ex- 
piration of the year for which the mayor then in office shall 
have been elected, and said salary, when fixed, shall continue 
until changed by the city council as aforesaid, 
dotiwofma or Sect. 46. It shall be the duty of the mayor to be vigi- 
1854,0.448, §46. laut aud activc at all times in causing the laws for the govern- 
see also 1886, meut of Said city to be duly executed and put in force ; to 
0.266,5 6. inspect the conduct of all subordinate officers in the govern- 
ment thereof, and, as far as may be in his power, to cause 
all negligence, carelessness, and positive violation of duty to 
be duly prosecuted and punished. He shall have power, 
whenever in his judgment the good of said city may require 
it, to summon meetings of the board of aldermen and 
common council, or either of them, although the meeting 
of said boards may stand adjourned to a more distant day, 
and shall cause suitable notice in writing of such meetings, 
to be given to the respective members of said boards. And 
he shall from time to time communicate to both branches of 
the city council all such information, and recommend all such 
measures, as may tend to the improvement of the finances, 
the police, health, security, cleanliness, comfort, and orna- 
ment of the said city. 
Mayor's right to rpjj^ mayor of the city of Boston shall have power at all 

assame control ,. , *' /•i-iiiniA-j ±. 

of police. times, m any emergency, of which he shall be the judge, to 
1878,0.244, §8. assumc commaud of the whole or any part of the police force 
1886,0.323,5 6. jj^ g^^j^ ^j^y^ j^ ^^^^ ^f ^umult, rfot, or violcut disturbance 

of public order, the mayor of said city shall have, as the 
exigency in his judgment may require, the right to assume 
control, for the time being, of the police of the city; but 
before assuming such control he shall issue his proclama- 
tion to that effect, and it shall be the duty of the board of 
police to execute all orders promulgated by him for the sup- 
pression of such tumult and the restoration of such order. 
Veto power of Sect. 47. Evcry ordinance, order, resolution, or vote, 
1864,0.448,547. to wUch the coucurrcuce of the board of aldermen and of 
the common council may be necessary (except on a question 
of convention of the two branches), and every order of 
either branch involving the expenditure of money shall be 
presented to the mayor; if he approve thereof he shall 
signify his approbation by signing the same ; but, if not, he 
shall return the same, with his objections, to the branch in 
which it originated, who shall enter the objections of the 
mayor at large on their records, and proceed to reconsider said 
ordinance, order, resolution, or vote ; and if, after such recon- 
p. s. 0. 28, 5 6. gi(jeration , two-thirds of the members of the board of aldermen 
or common council present and voting notwithstanding such 
objections, agree to pass the same, it shall, together with the 
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objections, be sent to the other branch of the city council 
(if it originally required concurrent action), where it .shall 
also be reconsidered, and, if approved by two-thirds of the 
members present, it shall be in force ; but in all cases the 
vote shall be determined by yeas and nays ; and if such 
ordinance, order, resolution, or vote shall not be returned by 
the mayor within ten days after it shall have been presented, 
the same shall be in force. But the veto power of the mayor 
shall not extend to the election of officers required by any 
law or ordinance to be chosen by the city council in conven- 
tion or by concurrent action, unless expressly so provided 
therein.^ 

Sect. 48. In all cases where anything is or may be fg^^ 448* 5*48 
required or authorized by any law or ordinance to be done i882!c.i64]§i. 
by the mayor and aldermen, the board of aldermen shall first 
act thereon ; and any order, resolution, or vote of said board 
shall be presented to the mayor for his approval, and the 
same proceedings shall be had as are provided in the preced- 
ing section.^ 

Sect. 49. In all cases wherein appointments to office are Mayor to ap- 
directed to be made by the mayor and aldermen, they shall Consent of lodcr^ 
be made by the mayor, except as provided in the preceding men. 
section, by and with the advice and consent of the aldermen ; i8S4,c.448,§49. 
and such officers may be removed by the mayor for such '^' * ' 
cause as he shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order 
for removal. 

Sect. 50. In the case of the decease, inability, absence, or vacancy in 
resignation of the mayor, and whenever there is a vacancy in l^^^^J^^r^] 
the office from any cause, and the same being declared, and 
a vote passed by the alderiiien and common council respec- 
tively, declaring such cause, and the expediency of electing 
a mayor for the time being to supply the vacancy thus occa- 
sioned, the board of aldermen shall issue their warrants in 
due form for the election of mayor, and the same proceedings 
shall be had as are hereinbefore provided for the choice of a 
mayor. 

In case of the death, resignation, or absence of the ^^J^eg"^*^® ^^ 
mayor of any city, or of his inability to perform the duties in his absence, 
of his office, the same shall devolve upon the chairman or 1882, c. i82, § i. 
presiding officer of the board of aldermen of such city, and 
if there is no such chairman or presiding officer, the same 
shall devolve upon the president of the common council, 
until the mayor is able to attend to his duties, or the vacancy 
is filled as provided by the charter of such city. 

The person on whom such duties shall devolve shall be"^*^**°f 
styled " acting mayor," and shall possess the powers of mayor 1882, c. 182, § 2. 

* For the power to veto orders of the school committee, and of the bo8i*d of alder- 
men, and separate items involving the appropriation or expenditure of money, see St. 
1885, c. 266, §§ 9, 10, post, p. 36. 

See St. 1885, c. 266, { 1. 
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only in matters not admitting of delay, and shall have no 
power to make any permanent appointments. 

tt7mc^^^^ ^^^^' ^^' ^'^ boards and officers acting under the 
i)oard8for authority of the said corporation, and intrusted with the 
public money, expenditure of public money, shall be accountable therefor 
s^kuio*w*86^c ^^ ^^® ^^^y council, in such manner as they may direct ; and 
266, § 6. it shall be the duty of the city council to publish and dis- 

AnnuBi finan- tribute annually, for the information of the citizens, a partic- 
dai Btatement. ^j^^. gtatemcut of the Tcccipts and expenditures of all public 

moneys, and a particular statement of all city property. 
Overseers of the Sect. 52. The ovcrsecrs of the poor in the city of 
poor. Boston shall consist of twelve persons, residents of the 

1885,' c. 266, $1. c^^y> ^°^ ^^ appointed by the mayor, subject to confirma- 
tion by the board of aldermen. Annually on the first 
Monday in February in each year, or within sixty 
days thereafter, there shall be appointed by the mayor, 
subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen, four 
persons, residents of the city, to be overseers of the 
poor. They shall hold office for three years from the first 
Monday in April following such appointment and until 
1864,0.448, §62. other pcrsous are appointed in their places. The persons 
thus appointed shall together constitute the board of over- 
seers for said city, and shall continue to have all the powers, 
and be subject to all the duties, by law appertaining to the 
overseers of the poor of the city of Boston until the same 
shall be altered or qualified by the legislature. Vacancies 
Vacancies, how occun'ing in Said board from any cause shall be filled in like 
filled. manner at any time ; and the person appointed to fill any 

1864, c. 128, § 2. vacancy shall hold his office during the term for which his 
Removal. prcdcccssor was chosen. The mayor may at any time remove 
1864, c. 128, § 2. either of said overseers from office for such cause as he shall 
1885,0. 266, § . (jeem sufficient and shall assign in his order for removal. 
Accounts and jgaid ovcrsccrs shall render such accounts and reports of their 
1^^128 §4. expenditures, acts, and doings as maybe required by the city 
council, and the same shall be audited and allowed, if accord- 
ing to law, in such manner as the city council shall from 
time to time determine. 
Private Interest No ouc of Said ovcrsccrs, uor any individual in their 
in contracts for- employ, shall bc interested in a private capacity, directly 
bidden. or indirectly, in any contract or agreement for labor or for 

' * * " articles furnished by direction of said overseers, unless the 
same be expressly authorized by a recorded vote of the 
board, 
^mm^ttee! Sect. 53. The school committee shall consist of the per- 

1854,0.448, §53. SOUS hereinafter mentioned. A majority of the persons duly 
1876, c. 241, §§ 1, elected shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi- 

1886, c. 266, §10. ^®®®' 

Same subject. Sect. 54. Twcuty-four pcrsous, inhabitants of the city, 

i8t5, c. 241, § 1. elected by the qualified voters of the city, shall constitute the 

school committee of said city, the members of which shall 
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serve without compensation. The qualified voters of the 
city shall annually elect, at the municipal election, eight per- 
sons, inhabitants of the city, to serve as members of the school 
committee for the term of three years. The city clerk shall 
enter the returns of votes cast at said elections, or an ab-^t^^raso' 
stract thereof, in the official book kept for such purpose, jgj®"*^ 241 $2 
and it shall be the duty of the board of aldermen to examine 
and compare said returns and thereupon to cause certificates 
of election to be issued to such and so many members of 
said school committee as appear to have been chosen at such 
election ; but said school committee shall be the final judge 
of the qualifications and elections of its own members. 

Sect. 55. The persons so chosen as members of the ^^.h^^com^t' 
school committee shall meet and organize annually on the tee. 
second Monday of January, at such time and place as the i854.c.448,§55. 
mayor may appoint. A majority of all the members of the J876,c.24i,§§3, 
school committee shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. They shall choose a secre- 
tary, not of their own number, who shall also serve as 
secretary to the board of supervisors, an auditing clerk, and 
such other subordinate officers as thtey may deem expedient, 
and shall define their duties, fix their compensation, and may • 
remove them at pleasure. 

Sect. 56. The school committee shall have the care, man- fT®"f°i , 

. . J !• X' /• xi_ i_T i_ 1 duties of Bchool 

agement, supervision, and direction of the public schools, committee. 
and may elect all such instructors as they may deem proper, ^^^» c- 448, § 6«. 
and remove the same whenever they consider it expedient. ^®^*' ®' ^^' * ** 
And, generally, they shall have all the powers and discharge 
the duties in relation to the care and management of the 
public schools which the selectmen of towns or school com- 
mittees are authorized by the laws of the commonwealth to 
exercise, and which may hereafter be imposed by law upon 
the school committees of cities and towns. They may elect 
and discharge teachers. They shall appoint janitors for the 
school-houses, fix their compensation, designate their duties, 
and may discharge them at pleasure. They may fix the com- 
pensation of the teachers, but the salaries established at the 
commencenient of each school year shall not be increased 
during such year. 

Sect. 57. Every male citizen of twenty-one years of age Qnaiifications of 
and upwards, excepting paupers and persons under guardian- [p^^ietuTutf*^ 
ship, who shall have resided within the commonwealth one i864, 0.448,5*67. 
year, and within the city six months next preceding any 
meeting of citizens, either in wards or in general meeting, 
for municipal purposes, and who shall have paid by himself, 
or his parent, master, or guardian, any stat« or county tax, 
which, within two years next preceding such meeting, shall 
have been assessed upon him in any town or district in this 
commonwealth, and also every citizen who shall be by law 
exempted from taxation, and who shall be, in all other re- 



t 
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spects, qualified as above mentioned, shall have a right to 
vote at such meeting, and no other person shall be entitled 
to vote at such meethig. 
conrt. am., jj^ persou shall have the right to vote, or be eligible to 

office, under the constitution of this commonwealth, who 
shall not be able to read the constitution in the English 
language, and write his name : provided^ however^ that the 
provisions of this amendment shall not apply to any person 
prevented by a physical disability from complying with its 
requisitions, nor to any person who now has the right to 
vote, nor to any person who shall be sixty years of age, or 
upwards, at the time this amendment shall take effect. 
Women to vote Evcry womau who is a citizen of this commonwealth, of 
rnrnt* *^°^ ^™ twenty-one years of age and upwards, and has the educa- 
1879, c. 223, § 1. tional qualifications required by the twentieth article of the 
1881. c. 191, §1. amendments to the constitution, excepting paupers and per- 
sons under guardianship, who shall have resided within this 
commonwealth one year, and within the city or town in 
which she claims the right to vote six months next preceding 
any meeting of citizens, either in wards or in general meeting 
for municipal purposes, and who shall have paid by herself, 
or her parent or guardian, or trustee, a state, county, city, or 
town tax, which within two years next preceding such meet- 
ing has been assessed upon her or her trustees in any city or 
town, shall have a right to vote at such town or city meeting 
for members of school committees. 
Women lobe Any womau who is a citizen of this commonwealth may, on 
assessed a qj. beforc the first day of October in any year, give notice in 
requMt! ^^^ Writing to the assessors of any city or town, accompanied by 
1879, c. 223, § 2. satisfactory evidence, that she was, on the first day of May 
1881, c. 191, § 2. Qf ^ijj^^ year, an inhabitant thereof, and that she desires to 
pay a poll-tax, and furnish under oath a true list of her 
See 1886,0.68. cstatc, both real and personal, not exempt from taxation; 
and she shall thereupon be assessed for her poll not exceed- 
ing fifty cents, and for her estate, and the assessors shall, on 
or before the fifth day of October in each year, return her 
name to the clerk of the city or town in the list of the 
persons so assessed. The taxes so assessed shall be entered 
in the tax-list of the collector of the city or town, and the 
collector shall collect and pay over the same in the manner 
specified in his warrant. 
^^**™*pp,y. All laws in relation to the registration of voters shall 
188?' c i9i' 1 3* ^PP^y ^^ women upon whom the right to vote is herein con- 
ferred, provided that the names of such women may be placed 
See 1884,0. 298, upou a Separate list, and when the name of any woman has 
c^iwTa.^^* been placed on the voting-list of any city or town, it shall 
continue on the list of said city or town as long as she con- 
tinues to reside there, and to pay any state or county, city 
or town tax that has been assessed on her or her trustee in 



CITY CHARTER. 19 

any city or town in the commonwealth within two years pre- 
vious to any voting day. 

The mayor and aldermen of cities and the selectmen of Separate day for 
towns may in their discretion appoint and notify a separate f^^^^'223 $ 4. 
day for the election of school committees ; provided^ that 
such meeting shall be held in the same month in which the 
annual town meeting or the municipal election occurs. 

Sect. 58. There shall be appointed by the mayor, sub- ^****'*" °' 
ject to confirmation by the board of aldermen, three able and 1874, c. «o, § 1. 
discreet persons, inhabitants of the city, to be styled the 
board of registrars of voters. Annually, in the month of 
February or March, the mayor shall appoint, subject to con- 
firmation by the board of aldermen, one person, qualified as 
aforesaid, to be a registrar of voters for the term of three 
years from the first day of April in the year of his appoint- 
ment, and he may remove any member of said board for^"^^- 
su6h cause as he shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his isss, c. 266, § 1. 
order for removal. And in case of a vacancy in the office of 
registrar by reason of death, resignation, or removal, the 
mayor shall fill such vacancy by the appointment, subject to 
confirmation by the board of aldermen, of a person qualified, 
as aforesaid, to hold office for the residue of the term. 

They shall perform all and singular the duties devolved '^^^'^ ^°**®*' 
upon the mayor and aldermen, or board of aldermen, *' ' 
by any general or special laws which now are or here- 
after may be in force respecting the preparation, correc- 
tion, revision, publication, and transmission to the ward offi- 
cers of the alphabetical lists of voters to be used at elections 
in said city, and all the powers so conferred, and all the 
duties and liabilities so imposed upon the mayor and alder- 
men, or board of aldermen, in said city, in relation to the 
preparation, correction, revision, publication, and transmis- 
sion of said lists, are hereby conferred and imposed exclu- 
sively upon said registrars. 

The registrars shall, before entering upon the duties of '^^^■^®™- 
their office, take and subscribe an oath faithfully to perform 
the same. They shall receive such annual compensation as compensRtion. 
the city council may from time to time determine ; but any ^^^** ®* ^' * ^* 
reduction of compensation shall take efiect upon such regis- 
trars only as shall be appointed after such reduction. 

And, to prevent all frauds and mistakes in such elections, in»p«ctorsto»i- 
it shall be the duty of the inspectors in each precinct to take votl wh^ 
care that no person shall vote at such election whose name is name is not on 
not so borne on the list of voters, and to cause a mark to be ^***- 

1 m%A. /» AAA 

placed against the name of each voter on such list, at the 8eei878,c.'243, 
time of giving in his vote. And the city council shall have § w. 
authority to establish such rules and regulations, as to 
making out, publishing, and using such lists of qualified 
voters, as they shall deem proper, not inconsistent with the 
constitution and laws of the commonwealth. 
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Election of Sect. 59. All electioDS for governor, lieutenant-gov- 

statToffl^re. ^rnoi'i senators, representatives, representatives to congress, 
1864,0.448, §59. and all other officers, who are to be chosen and voted for by 
the people, shall be held at meetings of the citizens quali- 
1878, c. 243, 5§i, fied to votc in such elections, in their respective precincts, at 
*• the time fixed by law for those elections respectively. And 

at such meetings, all the votes given in being collected, 
sorted, counted, and declared by the inspectors of elections in 
each precinct, it shall be the duty of the clerk of such pre- 
cinct to make a true record of the same, specifying therein 
the whole humber of ballots given in, the name of each per- 
son voted for, and the number of votes for each, expressed 
in words at length. And a transcript of such record, certi- 
fied by the warden, clerk, and the inspectors of elections in 
such precinct, shall forthwith be transmitted or delivered by 
each precinct clerk to the clerk of the city. And it shall be 
the duty of the city clerk forthwith to enter such returns, or 
a plain and intelligible abstract of them, as they are success- 
ively received in the journals of the proceedings of the board 
of aldermen, or in some other book kept for that purpose. 
Examination ^^^ j^ shall be the duty of the board of aldermen to meet 

and return of i l_^ i/*l*i i« 

votea. together as soon as may be after six days succeeding every 

1884,0.299, §32. such elcctiou, and exahiine and compare all the said returns, 
Certiflcate. and thereupon to make out a certificate of the result of such 
election, to be signed by a majority of the aldermen, and also 
by the city clerk, which shall be transmitted, delivered, or 
returned, in the same manner as similar returns are by law 
directed to be made by the selectmen of towns ; and such 
certificates and returns shall have the same force and effect, 
in all respects, as like returns of similar elections made by 
Separate lists of the Selectmen of towns. At the election of governor, lieu- 
nor^^ete.' ^^^^ tcnant-govemor, and senators, it shall be the duty of the 
board of aldermen to make and seal up separate lists of per- 
sons voted for as governor, lieutenant-governor, and sena- 
tors, of the commonwealth, with the number of votes for each 
person, written in words at length against his name, and to 
transmit said lists to the secretary of the commonwealth, or 
to the sheriff of the county. The board of aldermen shall, 
within three days next after the day of any election of elec- 
votes for presi- tors of President and Vice-President of the United States, 
^n e rs, j^^j^ ^^ virtue of the laws of this commonwealth, or of the 
United States, deliver or cause to be delivered, the lists of 
votes thereof, sealed up, to the sheriff of the county ; and the 
said sheriff shall, within four days after receiving said lists, 
transmit the same to the office of the secretary of the com- 
monwealth ; or the said aldermen may, and when the office 
of sheriff is vacant they shall themselves transmit the said 
lists to the said office, within seven days after the election ; 
and all votes not so transmitted shall be rejected. 
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In all elections for representatives to the general court, ^° ®**®*®« ®^ 
if it shall appear that no choice of a representative has to^n^^TOurt. 
been effected by reason of two or more persons having the 1874, c. 37«, 
same number of votes, so that no person has a plurality, a §§29,82. 
certificate of the fact shall be transmitted to the secretary of 
the commonwealth by the board of aldermen. 

In all elections for representatives to the general court, in same subject. 
case the w^hole number proposed to be elected shall not be ^^^*®***^*5^' 
chosen according to law, by the votes legally returned, the 
board of aldermen shall forthwith issue their warrants for a 
new election agreeably to the constitution and laws of this 
commonwealth, and the same proceedings shall be had, 
in all respects, as are hereinbefore directed ; and in 
case of no choice being made of representative to con- no choice of 
ffress, in either district of which the city of Boston com- representative 

^ , . /. ^ . . . , to congreBB. 

poses a part, or m case of any vacancy happenmg m said 1854,0. 443, §59. 
districts, or either of them, the governor shall cause pre- 
cepts for new elections to be directed to the board of alder- 
men of said city as often as occasion shall require ; and such 
new elections shall be held, and all proceedings thereon had, 
and returns made in conformity with the foregoing provi- 
sions. 

Sect. 60. General meetings of the citizens qualified to i^^^'^^^^^i"^®^ 
vote in city affairs may from time to time be held to consult 1882, c. 204!^°* 
upon the common good, to give instructions to their represen- 
tatives, and to take all lawful measures to obtain a redress 
of any grievances, according to the right secured to the 
people by the constitution of this commonwealth. Such 
meetings shall and may be duly warned by the board of 
aldermen, upon the requisition of twenty-five qualified voters 
of each ward of said city. If the board of aldermen refuses 
or neglects to call any such meeting, any justice of the 
municipal court of said city may, upon a like requisition, by 
a warrant under his hand in such form, and so served, exe- 
cuted, and returned, as he shall determine, call such meeting 
at such time and in such manner as he may direct, and 
shall appoint some one to preside therein until the same 
shall be duly organized by the choice of clerk and chair- 
man.^ 

Sect. 61. All warrants for the meeting of the citizens ^J^'J^^^^' 
for municipal purposes, to be had either in general meetings i864,c.448,$« 
or in precincts, shall be issued by the board of aldermen, i878,c. 243, §§ , 
and in such form, and shall be served, executed, and re- *' 
turned, at such time and in such manner as the city council 
may by any by-law or ordinance direct and appoint. 

Sect. 62. Nothing in this act contained shall be so con- ^^/^^'rera"^ 
strued as to restrain or prevent the legislature from amend- i854,c. 448, §62. 
ing or altering the same whenever they shall deem it expe- 
dient. 

^ St. 1854, c. 448, § 60, is repealed, and this section enacted in place thereof. 
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Repeal of earuer Sect. 63. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with 
1854*^^448 J 83 this act are hereby repealed; provided, ho^oever^ that the 
repeal of the said acts shall not affect any act done, or any 
right accruing, or accrued, or established, or any suit or 
proceeding had or commenced in any civil case before the 
time when such repeal shall take effect ; and that no offence 
committed, and no penalty or forfeiture incurred, under the 
acts hereby repealed, and before the time when such repeal 
shall take effect shall be affected by the repeal. And that no 
suit or prosecution pending at the time of the said repeal for 
any offence committed, or for the recovery of any penalty or 
forfeiture incurred under the acts hereby repealed, shall be 
affected by such repeal ; and provided, also, that all persons 
who, at the time when the said repeal shall take effect, shall 
hold any office under the said acts, shall continue to hold the 
same according to the tenure thereof ; 2inA provided, afeo, that 
all the by-laws and ordinances of the city of Boston, which 
shall be in force at the time when the said repeal shall take 
effect, shall continue in force until the same are repealed by 
the city council, and all officers elected under such by-laws 
and ordinances shall continue in office according to the tenure 
thereof. 
S^?^^oiAer° Sect. 64. No act which has been heretofore repealed 
1854* c 448 §64 ^^^^ ^c rcvivcd by the repeal of the acts mentioned in the 

' ' preceding section. 
Act to be sub- Sect. 65. This act shall be void unless the inhabitants 
mittedtocitt- Q^i\^Q city Qf Boston, at a legal meeting called for that pur- 
1864,0. 448, §65. pose, by a written vote, determine to adopt the same;^ 
and the qualified voters of the city shall be called upon to 
give in their votes upon the acceptance of this act, at meet- 
ings in the various wards, duly warned by the mayor and 
aldermen to be held on or before the second Monday of 
November; and thereupon the same proceedings shall be 
had respecting the sorting, counting, declaring, recording, 
and returns of said votes, as is herein provided at the elec- 
tion of mayor ; and the board of mayor and aldermen shall, 
within three days, meet together and compare the returns 
of the ward-officers ; and if it appear that the citizens have 
voted to adopt this act, the mayor shall make proclamation 
of the fact, and thereupon the act shall take effect for the 
purpose of electing municipal officers at the next annual 
election, and for all other purposes it shall take effect on and 
after the first Monday of January next.^ 
forarnVstonerf ^^^' ^^' ^^® qualified votcrs of the city of Boston shall, 
1870, c. 337, § 1. a^ the annual municipal election next after the passage of this 
act, be called upon to give in their votes for three able and 
discreet men, being inhabitants of said city, who shall 

1 Accepted November 15, 1854. Yeas, 9,166 ; nays, 990. 

* This is the final section of the charter of 1854. The subsequent numbering of 
the sections in continuation is simply for convenience. 
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constitute the board of street commissioners of said city ; 
one of whom shall be chosen for the term of one year, one 
for the term of two years, and one for the term of three 
years from the first Monday of January next ensuing, and 
until their successors are chosen and qualified ; and at 
any subsequent annual election the qualified voters of 
the city shall choose one person qualified as aforesaid to 
be a member of said board, to serve for the term of three 
years. 

Said street commissioners shall have all the powers now Their powers, 
exercised by the board of aldermen, concerning the laying ^^^®' ®* ^^' ^ ^' 
out, altering, or discontinuing the streets and ways of said 
city, and the powers now exercised by said board of alder- 
men in relation to the abatement of taxes. 

Whenever said board of street commissioners shall ad- ^*^'"*^** ®^ 
judge that the public safety and convenience require that ^' gj^e*^ °* 
any street, lane, or alley, in the said city shall be laid out, 1870,0.337, §3. 
altered, or discontinued, they shall make and record an 
estimate of the expense thereof; and if such estimate shall 
exceed the sum of ten thousand dollars, or if such estimate, 1872,0.322. 
with the estimates of any previous alteration or discontinu- 
ance of any part of said street, lane, or alley, during the 
municipal year, shall exceed the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, the order for such laying out, alteration, or discon- 
tinuance, together with an estimate of the expense thereof, 
shall be sent to the city clerk, who shall forthwith lay the 
same before the city council for their concurrence or 
rejection ; and such act shall not take effect or be in force 
until said city council shall concur therein. And whenever 
the city council shall request the board of street commis- 
sioners to furnish the estimated cost of laying out, altering, ^^^ by^t^o- 
or discontinuing any street, lane, or alley in said city, said twrds vote re. 
board shall furnish such estimates within sixty days there- ^°*™ ^^^^ ^^^ 

* of street. 

after; and whenever the city council shall adjudge that the 1372, c. 322. 
public safety and convenience require that any street, lane, 
or alley in the said city shall be laid out, altered, or discon- 
tinued, and shall, by a two-thirds vote of the members of 
each branch thereof, direct the said board of street com- 
missioners to lay out, alter, or discontinue any such street, 
lane, or alley, said board shall forthwith proceed so to lay 
out, alter, or discontinue such street, lane, or alley, under 
the provisions of this act. 

The said commissioners shall each receive a salary of not sa^^^y- 
less than two thousand dollars, which shall be in full for their JsTOiciwsili. 
services, shall be fixed by the city council, and paid from the 
treasury of the city. Whenever a vacancy occurs in said vacancies. 

1870 e 337 fi 

board of street com.missioners the same shall be filled by a ' ' 
concurrent vote of the city council, and the person so elected 
shall hold the office until his successor at the next municipal 
election shall be chosen and qualified. 
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DirectorBfor Sect. 67. There shall be appointed by the mayor, subject 

Sons.^ "' *" ^ confirmation by the board of aldermen, nine suitable 

1867, c. 35, 5 1. persons, resident citizens of the said city, who shall consti- 

1886,0.266, ^ij^g a board of directors for the houses of industry and 

' * reformation, and the lunatic hospital within said city, and 

the house of correction for the county of Suffolk. The said 

board shall be styled ''The Board of Directors for Public 

dauwT"*^ Institutions," and shall have all the authority and powers 

and be subject to all the duties heretofore conferred and 

imposed by statute, respectively, upon the directors of said 

houses of industry and reformation, and the overseers of 

said house of correction, together with such other powers 

and duties in connection with said lunatic hospital, and the 

management of the business thereof, as the said city Council 

may, by ordinance and in conformity to the statutes of the 

commonwealth, provide. A majority of said board of directors 

shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Powers as to 'pjj^ g^}^ board of dircctors shall also have the same 

Insane persons. j. .i j« i_ i? • /• /? 

1867, c. 86, § 2. powers as to the discharge oi insane persons irom confine- 
ment as were heretofore vested in the mayor and aldermen 
of said city, 
cityconndi The Said city council shall have power to pass such 

^C5^"'° ordinances, not inconsistent herewith, or repugnant to other 
1867, c. 36, § 8. laws of this commouwealth, as to the duties and authority 
of said board of directors, and providing for their reasonable 
compensation, as it may, from time to time, deem expedient 
and necessary. 
Appointment of 'pj^g niayor shall appoint annually, subject to confirmation 
i887;r.'s5,§4. ^y ^^^ board of aldermen, three citizens of said city at 
1886,0.266, large, who shall hold their oflSce in said board of directors 
§§1.8. fQ|. three years. Each of the said directors so appointed 

shall, in addition to his said term, hold his ofiSce until 
another is appointed in his stead ; and the mayor shall have 
Removal. power to rcmovc members from said board of directors for 

Z: 'vT' «"<^h cause as he shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his 
order for removal, and to fill all vacancies which may occur 
in the same. 
Department for Sect. 68. There shall be in the city of Boston a depart- 
bu«dta^° ^ ment, to be called the Department for the Inspection of Build- 
1886, 0. 874, § 1. ings ; which shall be furnished, at the expense of the city, 
with oflSce room and such supplies for the transaction of its 
business as the city council may provide. The compensa- 
tion of its oflScers shall be provided for by said city by 
ordinance. 
buifdlC'^''^ The chief oflScer of said department shall be called the in- 

1886, 0. 874, § 2. spcctor of buildiugs, and shall be appointed by the mayor 
and confirmed by the board of aldermen. He shall hold 
oflSce for the term of three years, or until his successor shall 
be appointed and confirmed ; but may be removed by the 
mayor for malfeasance, incapacity, or neglect of duty. 
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The other oflScers of said department shall consist of a ^"^^^^^^^^ •***■*- 

11 J i_ 1 !• • J. 1 * J. j-L 'a. ant insTOCtors. 

clerk, and such number of assistant mspectors as the city iggj^. 374 j g. 
council may, from time to time, by ordinance determine ; all 
of whom shall be appointed by the inspector, with the ap- 
proval of the mayor, and shall hold office daring good behavior ; 
but may be removed by the inspector, with the approval of the 
mayor, for malfeasance, incapacity, or neglect of duty. 

The inspector and assistant inspectors of the department inspector and 
shall be able and experienced architects, builders or mechan- ^hi^ct^o^r * 
ics, and shall not be employed or engaged in any other bufidere, etc. 
business, or be interested in any contract for building or for isss* c. 374, § 4. 
furnishing materials. 

All said officers may, as far as necessary for the perform- J^^fJ"**' 
ance of their duties, enter any building or premises in the city isss.c. 374, § 6. 
of Boston. 

The inspector shall keep a record of the business of said ^^^^r^rt 
department; submit to the city council a yearly report of 1886,0.374, §'6. 
such business ; ascertain all facts and make all returns which 
shall be required by law relative to steam boilers ; and enter 
upon the premises wherein any fire has occurred, if neces- 
sary, in order to investigate the origin of the fire ; may re- 
quire plans and specifications of any proposed erection or 
alteration of any building ; and shall grant permits for such 
erection or alteration, when in conformity with the require- 
ments of this act. 

Should the owner of any building objoct to any order or i^®^®'®^ 
decision of said inspector, on a matter left by this act to his griev^%^erae 
approval or control, and choose a referee to serve as herein- tobechosen. 
after provided, within three days after being notified of such i^^» «• 3^*» § ^• 
order or decision the matter shall be referred to three ref- 
erees, who shall be either architects or master builders, one 
chosen by the inspector, one by the owner, and a third by 
these two ; and the decision thereon in writing of these ref- 
erees, or a majority of them, shall be final and conclusive. 

The clerk shall, under the direction of the inspector, have Spe^iSS^of 
supervision and direction of the other officers and employees fg^'^y®!?; 
of the department. » c- ' . 

The assistant inspectors of buildings shall attend all fires Assistants to 

• • .1 f 1 • J A i«iji .•■» attend fires. 

occurring in the districts to which they are respectively as- igggc. 374, § 9. 
signed, and report to the chief or assistant engineer of the 
fire department present, all information they may have rela- 
tive to the construction and condition of the premises on fire, 
and also any such information relating to the adjoining build- 
ings. 

The inspector, or his assistants, shall exaniine all build- ^'^""^"ation of 
ings in the course of erection or alteration, as often as prac- ^"r^t"^*" 
ticable, and make a record of all violations of this act, with erection, etc. 
the street and number where such violations are found, the ^^^»«- 2^*' §^®- 
names of the owner, architect, and master mechanics, and all 
other matters relative thereto. 
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Examination 'pfjg inspector, OF his assistants, shall examine all build- 
reported"*^ ings reported dangerous, or damaged by fire or accident, and 
dangerous. make a rccord of such examinations, including the nature 
1885,0.374, §11. m^(^ amount of such damage, with the name of the street and 
number of the building, the names of owner and occupant 
and for what purpose occupied, and, in case of fire, the prob- 
able origin thereof; examine all buildings for which applica- 
tions have been made to raise, enlarge, alter, or build upon, 
and make a record of the same. Said records shall always 
be open to the inspection of the engineers of the fire depart- 
ment or any officer of the city. 
Inspector's j^ ^^ie abscucc of the inspector one of the assistant in- 

1886,0.874. §12. spcctors may be appointed by him to act as his deputy, who 

shall exercise all the powers of the inspector, 
work^wi**'^ No work except necessary repairs shall be done upon any 

buildings. >vall, structure, or building in said Boston without a permit 
1885, 0.374, §13. from Said inspector of buildings, nor except in conformity 

with the provisions of this act. 
deJ^°i?e'iowest The iuspcctor of buildings shall designate, in every permit 
£sfra«nt. for the erection of a new building, the lowest grade at which 
1886,0. 374, §14. the floor of the basement story of said building shall be laid. 
iTpeSficSuons to "^^^ ^'^^^ iuspcctor shall not give a permit for the erection 
beflS^'^rait ^^ ^^y building until he has carefully inspected the plans and 
given. specifications thereof, ascertained that the building has suf- 

*°' * * ficient strength, and that the means of ingress and egress are 
bekepu**™^*° sufficient. A copy of plans and specifications of every pub- 
lic building shall be deposited in the office of the inspector. 

f^a"' "mT ^^^' ^^- ^^^ ^^^y ^* Boston is authorized to found and 
maintain a public library, and to make such expenditures, 
establish such regulations, fix such penalties for the breach 
thereof, and do all such acts and things as may be deemed 
necessary and proper to that end ; and the powers herein- 
before named may be exercised by the city council of the 
said city, in any manner in which they may delegate the 
same. 

Trustees 'pj^^ trustccs of the public library of the city of Boston 

incorDorated x. v »y 

1878, c. 114, § 1. for the time being are hereby made a corporation by the 

name of the Trustees of the Public Library of the City of 

Boston ; and said trustees and their successors in office shall 

continue a body corporate for the purposes hereinafter set 

forth, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all 

the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, in the general laws 

relating to such corporations. 

May hold real jg^j^ corporation shall have authority to take and hold 

estate not ^cal and pcreoiial estate to an amount not exceeding one 

exceeding milUou dollars, which may be given, granted, bequeathed, or 

i878^'^4 8 2 ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^*» ^"^ accepted by the trustees, for the benefit of 
the public library of the city of Boston, or any branch 
library, or any purpose connected therewith. Money re- 
ceived by it shall be invested by the treasurer of the city 
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of Boston under the direction of the finance committee of ^^ ^^^» ^' ^^ 

SS ft 12 

said city ; and all securities belonging to said corporation ' 
shall be placed in the custody of said treasurer ; provided, 
always, that both the principal and income thereof shall be 
appropriated according to the terms of the donation, devise, 
or bequest, under the direction of said corporation. 

The trustees of the public library shall be five in number. N°">^erand 
The mayor shall annually appoint, in the month of April, i87^%.iir§3. 
subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen, one i885,c.266,§§i, 
citizen at large as a trustee of said library to serve for five ^' 
years from the first Monday in May in the year in which 
he shall be appointed ; and any member may be removed 
by the mayor for such cause as he shall deem sufficient and 
shall assign in his order for removal. Whenever any va- Vacancies. 
cancy shall occur in said board of trustees by death, resigna- 
tion, or otherwise, said vacancy shall be filled by the appoint- 
ment in the manner aforesaid of another trustee, who shall 
hold said office for the residue of the unexpired term. No 
member of the board of trustees shall receive any pecuniary 
compensation for his services. 

The members of said board shall meet for organization on Organization, 
the first Monday of each May, and choose one of their num- ^®^®' *^* ^^*' ^ ** 
ber as president. They shall have power to make such rules 
and regulations relating to said public library and its branches, 
and its officers and servants, and to fix and enforce penalties 
for the violation of such rules and regulations, as they may 
deem expedient ; provided, that the same shall not be incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, and shall be subject at 
all times to such limitations, restrictions, and amendments 
as the city council may direct. 

The said trustees shall have the general care and control JJ'*™ ^^ central 

liDrarv and 

of the central public library now located in Boylston street, branches. 
in said city, and of all branches thereof which have been, or i878, c. lu, § 6. 
which may hereafter be, established, together with the 
buildings and rooms containing the same, and the fixtures 
and furniture connected therewith, and also of the expendi- 
tures of the moneys appropriated therefor. 

The said board of trustees may appoint a superintendent Appointment of 

Ti_ • 'ai_ 1 • J. 1. 1 i_j»A jn librarian and 

or librarian, with such assistants and subordinate omcers as aMistants. 
they may think necessary or expedient, and may remove the ms, c. ii4, § e. 
same for such cause as it shall deem sufficient and shall 
assign in its order for removal, and fix their compensation ; 
provided, that the amount thus paid shall not exceed the sum 
appropriated by the city council for that item of expense, 
and the income of any moneys which may lawfully be appro- 
priated for the same purpose from funds or property held by 
said trustees under the provisions of this act. 

The city council shall have power to pass such ordinances Power of city 

. • • X x "L '^i- A. J. j.i_ 1 i? x"i_ council to pass 

not inconsistent herewith, or repugnant to other laws of the ordinances. 
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1878, c. 114, § 7. commonwealth, as to the duties and authority of said board, 

as they may from time to time deem expedient. 
Fire depart Sect. 70. The city council may establish a fire depart- 

1860,^8. 262, § 1. i^^'^t for tb© city, to consist of so many engineers and other 
oflScers, and so many enginemen and other members, as the 
city council, by ordinance, shall from time to time prescribe ; 
and the city council shall have authority to make such pro- 
visions in regard to the time of appointment of either such 
officers or members, to make such requisitions in respect to 
their qualifications and period of service, to define their office 
and duties, to fix and pay such compensation for their ser- 
vices, and in general to make such regulations in regard to 
their conduct and government, and to the management and 
conduct of fires, and persons attending at fires, subject to the 
penalties provided for the breach of the city by-laws, as they 
shall deem expedient ; provided, that the appointment of 
enginemen, hosemen, and hook-and-ladder men, shall be 
made by the mayor and aldermen exclusively, unless the said 
city council shall, by ordinance, otherwise provide for their 
appointment.^ 
18^*0*262 s 2 '^^^ powers and duties conferred by statute upon the engi- 
1878, c! 46, §1. neers or board of engineers of the fire department of the city, 
or upon any member of said board, are hereby transferred to 
the city council ; and said powers and duties, and all the 
powers and duties mentioned in this section, or any of them, 
may be exercised and carried into effect by said city council 
in any manner which it may from time to time prescribe, and 
through the agency of any persons, or any board or boards, 
i88r*"26«°s 1 *^ whom it may from time to time delegate the same. The 
mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the board of 
aldermen, the officer or board to whom the city council may 
Removal. delegate the same, and may remove said officer or the members 
of such board for such cause as he shall deem sufficient and 
shall assign in his order for removal. Such officer or board 
shall appoint the subordinates of the department, and may 
remove the same for such cause as he or it may deem suffi- 
cient, and shall assign in his or its order for removal. 
Exemption from ^\\ officers and members of the fire department shall be 
i8&o*,"^262,T4. exempted from military duty, or from serving as jurors or 
constables, during the time of their employment in said de- 
partment.^ 

do'i!!™ """*"' ^^'^' '^^' ^^^ mayor shall, before the first day of May 

1876, c. 186, § 1. ill each year, appoint, subject to confirmation by the board 

1885, c. 266, § 1. of aldermen, a competent commissioner, to continue in office 

for the term of three years from said day. No person shall 

iThe city council having placed the department in charjre of a board of three com- 
missioners, and made the enorinemen and other officers " subordinates " (see Rev. 
Ord. of 1885. c. 22), the manner of appointment of the latter is detei-mined by St. 
1885, c. 266, \ 5. 

* For remaining statutory provisions in relation to the fire department see St. 
1850, c. 262, which was adopted by vote of the city council, June 4, 1850, and other 
statutes cited in the notes to Rev. Ord. of 1885, c. 22. 
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be a commissioner who is at the same time a member of the* 
city council of said city ; and any commissioner may at any 
time be removed by the mayor for such cause as he shall ^°*°^®^- 
deem suflScient and shall assign in his order for removal. 

Said commissioners shall constitute a board of park com- X*^*°®*f!: , „ 
missioners, and any vacancy occurnng m said board shall be 
filled for the residue of the term of the commissioner whose 
place is to be filled, in the same manner in which such com- 
missioner was originally appointed. Said commissioners 
shall receive such compensation as the city council shall CompeMation. 
determine. 

Said board shall have power to locate within the limits p®]^®"^ *« ^°*^^ 
of the city of Boston one or more public parks; and, for JJJg *^fi^ j 3^ 
that purpose, from time to time, to take in fee, by purchase 
or otherwise, any and all such lands as said board may deem 
desirable therefor, or to take bonds for the conveyance 
thereof to said city ; to lay out, improve, govern, and regu- 
late any such park or parks, and the use thereof; to makeT^™*^®™*®* 

for ffovGimiiiotit 

rules for the use and government thereof, and for breaches of. 
of such rules to aflSx penalties not exceeding twenty dollars 
for one offence, to be imposed by any court of competent 
jurisdiction; to appoint all necessary engineers, surveyors, '^o^pp^^^* 
clerks, and other oflScers, including a police force, to act in poHrefOTc^ 
such parks, and to remove the same for such cause as the 
said board shall deem sufiScient and shall assign in its order 
for removal ; to define the powers and duties of such officers, 
and fix the amount of their compensation ; and generally to 
do all needful acts for the proper execution of the powers 
and duties granted to, or imposed upon, said city, or said 
board, by this act ; provided^ however^ that no land shall be 
taken, or other thing involving an expenditure of money 
done, until an appropriation, sufficient to cover the estimated 
expense thereof, shall have been made by a vote of two- 
thirds of each branch of the city council of said city. 

Any real estate in the city of Boston which, in the opinion ABsessmentof 

/••It jin • 1 /*!. J J ^ 17 betterments. 

01 said board, shall receive any benefit and advantage rrom ^g^g^ ^ ^j^^ g ^ 
the locating and laying out of a park under the provisions of 
this act, beyond the general advantages to all real estate in 
the city of Boston, may, after like notice to all parties inter- 
ested as is provided by law to be given by the street com- 
missioners of the city of Boston in cases of laying out streets 
in said city, be assessed by said board for a proportional 
share of the expense of such location and laying out ; pro- 
vided^ that the entire amount so assessed upon any estate 
shall not exceed one-half of the amount which said board 
shall adjudge to be the whole benefit received by it. 

For the purpose of defraying the expenses incurred under ^^"°p*^^ 
the provisions of this act, the city council of Boston shall 1875*0.185,512. 
have authority to issue, from time to time, and to an amount 
not exceeding the amount actuajly expended for the purchase 
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SinklBg-Aind. 



Ferries. 

ISeo, c. 165, § 1. 



Purcha«e. 



Rates of 
ferriage. 



City council to 
determiDe 
whether ferri- 
age should be 
tree. 
1860, c. 155, § 2. 



City may oper- 
ate ferriev with 
more boats and 
at reduced rates 
of ferriage. 
1809, c. 155, § 5. 



or taking of lands for said parks, bonds or certificates of debt, 
to be denominated on the face thereof the "Public Park 
Loan," and to bear interest at a rate not exceeding six per 
centum per annum, and to be payable at such periods as said 
council may determine. For the redemption of such loan 
said council shall establish a sinking-fund sufficient, with the 
accumulating interest, to provide for its payment at maturity. 
All sums received for betterments shall be paid into said 
sinking-fund until such fund shall amount to a sum sufficient, 
with its accumulation, to pay at maturity the bonds for the 
security of which the fund was established. 

Sect. 72. The city council of the city of Boston, for the 
purpose of improving private property, and of protecting the 
same, and the travel and business between the mainland in 
said city and East Boston, from the disabilities and burdens 
of the ferry communications heretofore existing between said 
parts of the city, and of furnishing additional facilities to 
said travel and business, are hereby authorized to purchase 
the boats, and so much of the other property, including the 
franchise, of the East Boston Ferry Company, as they shall 
think expedient, at such price as may be agreed upon be- 
tween them and the said ferry company, with the approval 
of the mayor of said city, and to ordain and establish the 
present or such other lines of ferry travel as they may see 
fit, between the said parts of said city, and to cause the said 
ferry to be maintained thereon in such manner and upon such 
rates of ferriage as the board of aldermen of said city shall 
from time to time judge the best interests of the said city to 
require, excepting only as hereinafter provided. 

Upon the completion of said purchase the said city 
council shall consider and determine whether the interests of 
said city will be best promoted by maintaining said ferry 
thereafter free of tolls, and in case they shall decide the same 
in the affirmative, then the said city shall maintain and 
operate, or cause to be maintained and operated, the said 
ferry thereafter free of all tolls, and with facilities for travel 
not less than those now furnished by said company, or those 
which now are, or hereafter may be, by law required. 

If the said city council, upon the completion of said pur- 
chase, shall adjudge and determine that, instead of maintain- 
ing said ferry free of all tolls, it is for the best interests of 
said city that the said ferry shall be thereafter operated with 
more boats and greater facilities for travel and business than 
are now furnished by said company, and at one cent ferriage 
for a foot-passenger instead of two cents as heretofore charged, 
and with the other rates of ferriage thereon so reduced that 
the receipts of said ferry annually shall not exceed the cost 
of operating the same, instead of paying as provided by the 
charter of said company at least eight per cent, annual 
dividends, then and in such c|ise the said city shall thereafter 



CITT CHARTER. 31 

maintain and operate, or cause to be maintained and oper- 
ated, tlie said ferry, with such greater accommodations and at 
such reduced rates of ferriage as aforesaid, or with such other 
and still greater accommodations and at such more reduced 
rates of ferriage as the said board of aldermen may, from 
time to time, judge expedient for the purposes mentioned in 
the first section of this act. And the said board of alder- 
men, having first adjudged and determined the territory, if 
any, that shall be thereby specially benefited as aforesaid, 
may also adjudge and apportion, not exceeding one-half part 
of the cost of such purchase, to be assessed upon the said 
estates adjudged to be benefited as aforesaid, in the same 
manner and with the same powers and liabilities in all 
respects as are provided in sections two, three, and four of 
chapter one hundred and fifty-five of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty-nine respecting such assessment. 

The said board of aldermen shall have power at all times, Rate* of ferriage 
notwithstanding any of the provisions of this act, or anything vehicles. 
done by said city in pursuance thereof, to levy and collect iseo, c. 155, § 7. 
such rates of ferriage as they shall judge expedient, for and 
upon all teams and vehicles passing over said ferry to or 
from any place beyond the limits of said city. 

Sect. 73. If the city establishes a sinking-fund under ^^.'^kl^^^^^^^^^^ 
the provisions of chapter twenty-nine of the Public Statutes, p. s. c.29,§io. 
the mayor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the board 
of aldermen, three or six commissioners of its sinking-funds. 
One-third of the number shall be elected for one, two, and 
three years, respectively: and annually thereafter there shall 
be appointed, for a term of three years, a number equal to Term of service, 
the numl)er whose term of service then expires ; and the and°rrra"vai.' 
mayor may remove any of said commissioners for such cause isss, c. 266, §1. 
as he shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order for 
removal. Vacancies occurring in the board shall be filled in '^*°*°°^^- 
the manner herein provided for the appointment of the com- 
missioners. The remaining member or members shall, in 
case of a vacancy, exercise the powers of the board until the 
vacancy is filled. The city treasurer shall not be eligible as ^^^^ treasurer 
such commissioner, and the acceptance of the office of treas- 
urer by a commissioner already appointed shall operate as a 
resignation of the office of commissioner. 

The commissioners shall choose a treasurer, who may be to'dh^^^atrew. 
the city treasurer ; and if the city treasurer is chosen his urer. 
bond shall apply to and include duties performed under this p- s- «• 2», § 10. 
chapter. If any other person is chosen treasurer he shall 
give a bond, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the commis- 
sioners, for the proper discharge of the duties of his office. 

The commissioners shall receive all sums contributed to a ^°**®® °^ °°™' 

• ^ • n -I 1111* J 1* j^i 1 missioners. 

smkmg-iund, and shall mvest, and remvest, the same, and p. g.^.. 29, §11. 
the income thereof, as it accrues, in the name of the board, 
in the particular scrip, notes, or bonds for the redemption 
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of which such sinkiDg-fund was established, or in other bonds 
inTeitmente in ^f j.jj^ citv sccuTed bv sinkinff-funds, or in the securities in 

vbftt 86C1iritl68< •/ o ^ 

* which by law the funds of savings-banks may be invested 
(except personal securities) ; but no portion of the same 
shall be loaned to the city or town, except as herein pro- 
vided; and the commissioners may sell and reinvest such 

RecordBand re. securitics wheu required in their judgment. They shall keep 

p^*^"- a record of their proceedings, and shall annually, at the 

time when other municipal oflScers are required to make their 
annual reports, make a written report to the city of the 
amount and condition of said ftinds, and of the income thereof 
for the preceding financial year. The record of, and the 
securities belonging to, said funds shall at all times be sub- 
ject to the inspection of the mayor and aldermen, or of any 

Expenses. committcc of the city duly authorized for the purpose. The 
necessary expenses of the board shall be paid by the city ; 
and the treasurer and secretary thereof shall receive such 
compensation as shall be fixed by the city, but no commis- 
sioner shall receive compensation for his services. 

Securities to be When sccurities issued by a city or town become a part of 

stamped as not .. • i • /• j xi_ '•• lit a. i- j. j 

negoiiabie. ^^ sinking-iuud, the commissioners shall cause to be stamped 
p. B.C. 29, §11. or written on the face thereof a notice that they are a part of 
such sinking-fund, and are not negotiable ; and all coupons 
thereof, as they become due and are paid, shall be cancelled. 
Boston water Seot. 74. The city council of the city of Boston may estab- 
1875^0. 80, § 1. ^^®^ ^y ordinance a water board, to be known as the Boston 
1888, c. 266, § 1. water board, consisting of three able and discreet persons, to 
be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the board 
of aldermen, and to receive such compensation as the city 
council may from time to time determine. The said board 
may be empowered by said city council to exercise all or 
any of the powers conferred by the statutes of the comnion- 
wealth upon the city of Boston, with reference to supplying 
said city with water, or of the Cochituate and Mystic water 
boards ; and also to act as the agent of the city of Boston in 
doing any or all things which the city is now authorized to 
do in relation to the taking of lands, water-rights, and other 
property, and the establishment and maintenance of works 
and appliances for supplying the city of Boston or other cities 
and towns with pure water. Said board may also establish 
and regulate the price or rents for the use of said water, sub- 
ject to the provisions ofsections twelve and thirteen of chapter 
one hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-six ; and the words " Boston water scrip " 
in said sections shall be construed to include the whole 
amount of outstanding loans representing the cost of the 
water works. 
M° rtic^waiCT ^ The Cochituate water board and the Mystic water board 
boards to be shall, upou the appointment of the Boston water board, as 
isTs/c. m', § 2. provided in the first section of this act, be thereby abolished ; 
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and the said Boston water board shall, so far as the city 
council of said city may by ordinance prescribe, succeed to 
all the powers and duties formerly vested in said Cochituate 
water board and Mystic water board. The salaries of the Saiarieg. 
members of the Boston water board shall not be diminished ' ' 
during the terms for which they are respectively appointed. 

Sect. 75. The city of Boston is authorized to erect, ^"^ "*y ®***^- 
establish, and maintain a hospital for the reception of 1358*^/^*3^^ i^ 
persons who by misfortune or poverty may require relief 
during temporary sickness. The city council of said city city council 
shall have power to make such ordinances, rules, and reff u- "^'^^ "*^® °*"*"' 

^ D&DC68 etc 

lations as they may deem expedient for the appointment of isss, c' iis! § 2. 
trustees, and all other necessary officers, agents, and servants 
for managing the said hospital. Said hospital shall not be Location, 
erected or located within three hundred feet of any school- ^^*» ®- ^^^' § 3* 
house or church now built. 

The city council are authorized to erect and maintain a ^"^"^"^^ 
hospital for the reception of insane persons not furiously i^^/^^isi^ § 1. 
mad. 

The trustees of the city hospital of the city ofi Boston, for Trustees incor- 
the time being, are hereby made a corporation by the name isso, c. 174, § 1. 
of the Trustees of the City Hospital of the City of Boston ; 
and said trustees and their successors in office shall continue 
a body corporate for the purposes hereinafter set forth, with 
all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, 
restrictions, and liabilities in the general laws relating to 
such corporations. 

Said corporation shall have authority to take and hold ^"^ ^°^^ '^^^ 

ij ixi.j. xj. J* aJ^d personal 

real and personal estate to an amount not exceeding one estate, not 
million dollars, which may be given, granted, bequeathed, or exceeding 
devised to it, and accepted by the trustees for the benefit •i»<^»^^- 
of the city hospital of the city of Boston, or any purpose '^* ' ' 
connected therewith. Money received by it shall be invested 
by the treasurer of the city of Boston under the direction see i885, c. 266, 
of the finance committee of said city ; and all securities ^^ ^* ^^* 
belonging to said corporation shall be placed in the custody 
of said treasurer ; provided^ always^ that both the principal 
and income thereof shall be appropriated according to the 
terms of the donation, devise, or bequest, under the direc- 
tion of said corporation. 

The trustees of the city hospital shall be five in number. Number and 
In the month of April annually the mayor shall appoint, ^r^^^™^°^° 
subject to confirmation by the board of aldemien, one isso, c. 174, § 3. 
citizen at large as a trustee of the city hospital to serve ^^^'^-^^^'S^- 
.for five years from the first Monday in May in the year 
in which he shall be appointed. No member of the 
board of trustees shall be paid for his services ; and any 
member may be removed by the mayor for such cause as he Removal, 
shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order for removal. ^^^' ^' ^^' ^ ^' 
Whenever any vacancy shall occur in said board of trustees vacancies. 
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by death, resigDation, or otherwise, said vacancy shall be 
filled by the appointment, in the manner aforesaid, of another 
trustee, who shall hold office for the residue of the unexpired 
term. No member of said board of trustees shall receive any 
pecuniary compensation for his services, 
organizaiion of The mcnibers of said board shall meet for organization 
wdof trus- j^jj^^ually, on the first Mondaj*^ of May, and choose one of 
1880, c. 174, § 4. their number as president. They shall have power to makd 
such rules and regulations relating to said city hospital and 
its officers and servants, and to fix and enforce penalties for 
the violation of such rules and regulations, as they may deem 
expedient ; provided^ that the same shall not be inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, and shall be subject at all 
times to such limitations, restrictions, and amendments as 
Trustees to hove ^j^^ ^^j^y couucil may dircct. The said trustees shall, subject 
TODtroi ^^rCs- to the direction of the city council, by ordinance or otherwise, 
pitai. have the general care and control of the city hospital, and of 

1880, c. 174, § 8. j^H branches thereof which have been, or which may here- 
after be, established, together with the buildings and rooms 
containing the same, and the fixtures and furniture connected 
therewith, and also of the expenditure of the money appro- 
aty council priatcd therefor. The city council shall have power to pass 
Ta'lfces M*to°du- ^uch ordiuauccs not inconsistent herewith, or repugnant to 
ties of board. Other laws of the commonwealth, as to the duties and author- 
1880, c. 174, § 7. jijy Qf gjji(j board, as they may from time to time deem ex- 
pedient. 



[St. 1886, c. 266.] 
AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows: — 
Appointment of Section 1. The mayor of the city of Boston shall appoint, 
boards."" subjcct to Confirmation by the board of aldermen, all officers 
and boards now elected by the city council or board of alder- 
men, or appointed by him subject to confirmation, and all 
whose offices may hereafter be established by the city coun- 
cil or board of aldermen, for such terms of service respec- 
tively, as are or may be fixed by law or ordinance ; and he 
Eemovai. may rcmovc any of said officers or members of such boards 
for such cause as he shall deem sufficient and shall assign in 
Timeof conflr. his ordcr for removal. No appointment made by the mayor 
mauon. gj^^^jj ^^ actcd upou by the board of aldermen until the expi- 

ration of one week after such appointment is transmitted to 
said board. 
Messengers, Sect. 2. The forcgoing section shall not apply to the city 

'^ ' messenger, clerk of committees of the city council, or such 
other clerks and attendants as may be employed by the city 
council or either branch thereof, or any subordinate officers 
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in the several departments. The assistant assessors of taxes Assistant as- 

1111 'j-iiii i* ±. i*j.^ seesors of taxes. 

shall be appointed by the assessors oi taxes, subject to con- 
firmation by the mayor, and may be removed by the assessors 
for such cause as they shall ieem sufficient and shall assign 
in their order for removal, and the city clerk shall be chosen city cierk. 
by the city council by concurrent vote. 

Sect. 3. No member of the city council of said city shall, Membersof city 
during the term for which he is elected, be appointed to or g°^i°^ 
hold any office included under the provisions of either of the 
preceding sections. 

Sect. 4. Every officer included under the provisions of offic«"tohoid 
either section one or two shall, unless sooner removed, con- 
tinue after the expiration of his term of service to hold his 
office until his successor is appointed or elected and duly 
qualified. 

Sect. 5. All officers and boards included under the pro- ^^^^^^^ ""^ 
visions of section one shall appoint their respective subordi- 
nates for such terms of service respectively as are or may be 
fixed by law or ordinance. The said officers and boards may Removal, 
remove such subordinates for such cause as they may deem 
sufficient and shall assign in their order for removal. 

Sect. 6. The executive powers of said city, and all the Executive 
executive powers now vested in the board of aldermen, as ^^mlyo^^ 
such, as surveyors of highways, county commissioners, or 
otherwise, shall be and hereby are vested in the mayor, to 
be exercised through the several officers and boards of the 
city in their respective departments, under his general 
supervision and control. Such officers and boards shall, in^o^®"**^ 
their respective departments, make all necessary contracts ^oardT.*" 
for the employment of labor, the supply of materials, and 
the construction, alteration, and repair of all public works 
and buildings, and have the entire care, custody, and man- 
agement of all public works, institutions, buildings, and 
other property, and the direction and control of all the 
executive and administrative business of said city. Xhey ^^°^^°^^^® *** 
shall be at all times accountable for the proper discharge of 
their duties to the mayor, as the chief executive officer, whose 
duty it shall be to secure the honest, efficient, and economical 
conduct of the entire executive and administrative business 
of the city, and the harmonious and concerted action of the 
different departments. Every contract made as aforesaid, in contracta. 
which the amount involved exceeds two thousand dollars, 
shall require the approval of the mayor before going into 
effect; and no expenditure shall be made nor liability 
incurred for any purpose beyond the appropriation duly 
made therefor. 

Sect. 7. The mayor shall, once a month or oftener, call ^^*g"3ion' 
together the heads of departments for consultation and advice 
upon the affairs of the city ; and at such meetings and at all 
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times they shall furnish such information as to matters under 
their control as the mayor may request. 

Sect. 8. The heads of departments, and all other officers 
and boards having authority to expend money, shall annually 
furnish an estimate to the mayor of the money required for 
their respective departments and offices during the next 
financial year. The mayor shall examine such estimates, and 
submit the same, with his recommendations thereon, to the 
city council. 

Sect. 9. When an ordinance, order, resolution, or vote 
of the city council, or of either branch thereof, involving the 
appropriation or expenditure of money, or the raising of a 
tax, and including separate items or sums, is presented to the 
mayor of the city for his approval, he may approve some of 
the items or sums, and dii?approve others ; and in case of 
such disapproval the portion of the ordinance, order, resolu- 
tion, or vote so approved shall be in force, in like manner as 
if the items or sums disapproved had never been a part there- 
of ; and the mayor shall return a statement of the items or 
sums disapproved, with his objections in wi'iting, to that 
branch of the city council in which the ordinance, order, 
resolution, or vote originated. Tlie items or sums so disap- 
proved shall not be in force unless passed in the manner pro- 
vided in section forty-seven of chapter four hundred and forty- 
eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four. 

Sect. 10. All orders, resolutions, or votes of the board of 
aldermen of said city which involve the exercise of any of 
the powers conferred by law upon the mayor and aldermen, 
or the board of aldermen as a separate board, and all orders, 
resolutions, or votes of the school committee of said city 
which involve the expenditure of money, shall be presented 
to the mayor for his approval, and thereupon the same pro- 
ceedings shall be had by the mayor and the board of alder- 
men, or the mayor and the school committee, as are provided 
in section forty-seven of chapter four hundred and forty-eight 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, or in 
section nine of this act, to be had by the mayor and a single 
branch of the city council ; but nothing in this section con- 
tained shall affect the powers or duties of said board in rela- 
tion to votes cast at elections. The mayor shall not be a 
member, nor preside at any of the meetings, nor appoint any 
of the committees of either the board of aldermen or of the 
school committee. 

Sect. 11. The annual salary of the mayor of said city 
shall be fixed by the city council by concurrent vote at a 
sum not less than five thousand dollars, and he shall receive 
for his services no other compensation or emolument what- 
ever. 
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Sect. 12. Neither the city council, nor either branch ^°^®"<^^<^^'y 
thereof, nor any member or committee thereof or of either Buicted,'etc. 
branch thereof, nor the board of aldermen acting in any 
capacity in which said board may act separately under special 
powers conferred upon it, nor any member or committee of said 
Jboard acting in any such capacity, shall directly or indirectly 
take part in the employment of labor, the making of contracts, 
the purchase of materials or supplies, the construction, alter- 
ation, or repair of any public works, buildings, or other 
property, or the care, custody, and management of the same, 
or in the conduct of any of the executive or administrative 
business of the city, or in the expenditure of public money, 
except such as may be necessary for the contingent and inci- 
dental expenses of the city council or of either branch thereof, 
nor, except as is otherwise provided in sections one and two, 
in the appointment or removal of any officers or subordinates 
for whose appointment and removal provision is hereinbefore 
made ; but nothing in this section contained shall affect the ®***® "^^• 
poyvers or duties of the board of aldermen in relation to state 
aid to disabled soldiers and sailors, and to the families of 
those killed in the civil war. 

Sect. 13. All ordinances, rules, orders, resolutions, and ^'®'^^° °*'f *' 
votes of the city council of said city and of either branch etc., annuued. 
thereof, and of the board of aldermen acting in a special 
capacity as a separate board, are annulled so far as they are 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act ; and nothing 
herein shall affect the enforcement of the provisions of chap- 
ter three hundred and twenty of the acts of the vear eiijhteen 
hundred and eighty-four, being an act to improve the civil 
service of the commonwealth and the cities thereof, or of the 
rules made by the commissioners appointed thereunder ; and 
none of the provisions of this act, except those relating to 
the power of removal, shall affect the tenure of office of any 
person now holding any office or position in said city. 



[Stat. 1885, Chap. 178.] 

AN ACT TO LIMIT THE MUNICIPAL DEBT OF AND THE 
RATE OF TAXATION IN THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

Skction 1. The taxes assessed on property in the city of ^^""'^ °' 
Boston, exclusive of the state tax and of the sums required J*°""'* 
by law to be raised on account of the city debt, shall not ex- 
ceed in any year nine dollars on every one thousand dollars 
of the average of the assessors' valuations of the taxable 
property therein for the preceding five years, the valuation 
for each year being first reduced by the amount of all abate- 
ments allowed thereon previous to the thirty-first day of 
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December in the year preceding said assessment. Any order 
or appropriation requiring a larger assessment than herein 
first above limited shall be void. 

Sect. 2. The limit of indebtedness of the city of Boston 
shall hereafter be two and one-half per cent, up to and until 
the first day of January in the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-seven, and thereafter shall be two per cent, on the 
average valuati^on prescribed in section one of this act, instead 
of three per cent, on the last preceding valuation, as provided 
in section four of chapter twenty-nine of the Public Statutes. 

Sect. 3. Any court or justice having equity jurisdiction, 
sitting in the county of Suftblk, shall, upon the application of 
the mayor or of ten taxable inhabitants of the city, at all 
times, whether in term time or vacation, have power to issue 
injunctions, mandatory or otherwise, decrees, or other pro- 
cess against the city council or otherwise, which such court 
or justice may think needful to enforce the provisions of this 
act or to prevent the violation thereof. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 



NOTES. 

The act establishing a board of police appointed by the Governor is 
St. 1885, c. 323. This act, with St. 1878, c. 244 ; St. 1879, cc. 69, 97 ; 
St. 1882, c. 269, and P. S., c. 102, §§ 2, 4, contains the principal provisions 
of law with reference to the Police. 

The act establishing the weekly payment of wa^es is St. 1886, c. 87. 

The Board of Pai*K Commissioners is authorized to construct the 
Charles River Embankment by St. 1881, cc. 92, 197 ; the Arnold Arbo- 
retum by St. 1880, c. 144; a park near Dorchester Point by St. 1885, c. 
860. As to the preservation of health m buildings in the city, see St. 
1885, c. 382. 
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